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I N T R O D U C T I Q N- 



WH£N a boy perufes a book with plcafure, his admi^ 
i;ajion rifeth immediately from the work to it^$ a^i. 
thor. His.fsjpcy fondly ranks his favourite with the wifey an^ 
the virtuous. He glows with a lover's impaticncci to reach 
the prefence pf tlus fuperior beit^, to drink of fcience at the 
fountain-head, to complete his ideas at once, and riot in the 
luxuries of learning. 

The novice unhappily, prefumes that men who command 
the paflions of others cannot be flaves to their own : That a 
biftorian mufl feel th$ worth of juftice and tenderne/^,; while ' 
|ie tells us, how king$ and conquerors are commonly the bur- 
den and the curfe of fociety : That an affertor of public free* 
doip will n^ver beaome the dupe of flattery, and the pimp of 
pppreilion :, That the founder of a fyftem cannot Vant. words 
to explain it : That the compiler of a dtdlionary has at Jeaft ^ 
cominou decree of knowledge : That an inventor of nevj terms 
can tell what they mean-: That he, who refines and fix^s the 
language of empires, is able to converfet without the pcrtnefa 
of 13 pedant, or the vulgarity of a porter : That a preacher of 
morality will blufh to perTift in yindidive, deliberate, and de-* 
teAed falfeh6od« : That he \vho totters' on the brink of eter* 
nity wiy fpeak with caution and humanity of the dead : And 
that a traveller, who pretends to vcracjty,dares not avow goa? 
traditions. ^ 

Jput in learning, as in life, mi^ch of our happinefs flows 
from deception. Ignorance, the parent of M^onder, is often 
the parent of efteem and love. While devouring Horace we 
venerate the Deserter of Brutus, an4 the Slave of Cicfari. 
Tranfportcd by his fublime eloquence, the reader %f Cicero 
forgets that Qcero^ himfelf W4?. a plagiarift and a.cojwvard ; 
' That Rome was but.aden of robbers : That Cataline refem* 
W^d the refl: ; and . that this rebel was x>nly revenging the 
» blood of butchered nations ; of Samnium, of Epirus, of Car* 
thage, and of— Hannibal. 
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' The laurels which human praife confers are withered and 
' Wafted by the unworthinefs of thofe who wear them.' There 
is often a curious contrail between an authbr and his kodks4 
A thcorift pens a volufAe to diifplay the beauties of benfeve- 
tence, though they never cpft him a' (billing, A party^toof 
talks of public fpirit. A peddnt commands our tears. A pea* 
rioflet^ inveighs againlt petlfions ; and a banktiij^t preatKe^ 
public cecon'omy. 7*he philofopher quotes |iorace^ while he 
defrauds his valet. A mimick of RicharJ/in,\s a domeftic ty- 
rant : A SjfdeHhdm, Pandora's box : Adeclaimcr agaihft cnVyj^ 
of afl men the moft invidiou)^. The f^th-ift H^s not a reform- 
er's virtues. The poet of love and fricndftSph Without i 
miftrefs,or a fKend ; while a time-ferver celebrates'thie Vafour 
of heroes^ and exults in the freedom of England. Like Pe- 
nelope, molt writer! employ port of their time^ tbundo'tlie 
labours of the reft. Judging by their llvei on^ Would thinic 
it their chief ftudy to render leammg ridiculous. We lofe alT 
refpefffor teachers, that, when the lelfoti ii ehded, are 'no 
' wifer or better than cornmou men^' To be Convinced that 
books are trifles, let as only remark how little good they do, 
and liow little thofe,who love them,love each other j Th6 he- 
roes of lettered fame, for the moft part, regard a rival as an 
enemy. Their mutual hoftillti^s, like thdfe of aquatick ani-. 
mals, are unavoidable and conllafit ; and their voracity differs 
from that of the fark> but a^ a half>deVoured carcafe, from a. 
murdered reputation. The exiftence of very^many books de- 
pends on the ruin of fome of the reft; yet^, with our Engtijh 
Di^knary, affew immBrr^r conlpofitions ard to' live tin wound- 
ed by theftiaftf of envy, and to defcend iii a torreqt pf ap- 
plaufe from one century to another. A thoufand oi their cri-* 
tics wtU diiily be defpifed. A thoufand of their imitators will 
fink into contempt ; but they fiialt defy the force of tim^e ; 
continue to flocirifh through every fajhhn of philofophy, and^ 
like I^ptian pyramids, are to perifh but' in the riiini of the 
globe. 



EaRATA. p. 3. 1. 3. from tlie bottom, iorjiavtry read tie&ence^ P. 37- 
], 16. from the tojp, dclt Bason* lap. 62. the Afteriik refers to the Life 
of Smith. 
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IN. the number of men who dilhonour their own gcniusj 
may be Tanked Dr Samuel Johnfon; for his abilities 
and learning are not accompanied by candour and gene* 
iToGty. His life of Pomfret concludes wi^h this maxtm> that 
ffe nxsho fleafes manjfi muft bav$ tnerst i yet^ in defiance of his 
own rule, the Doctor has, a thoufand times^ attempted to 
proVe, ithat they who pleafe many, have no merit* His invidi- 
ous and revengeful remark 6a jChefterficld, would haye dif- 
graced any other man. He faid, and nobody but himfelf wovld 
Iimve faid it, that Churchill was a (hallow fellow. And lie 
once told fome of his admirers, that Swift was ^p?aJl&^9 a 
very Jhallmv fellow ; reminding us of the Lilliputian that drew 
fits bow to GuHiver. Swift, by a very Angular felicity, excelled 
both in verfe and profe. He boafted, that no ne^ word was 
to be found in his writings ; though, m glory above all authorc 
of his time, he did not fancy that entitled him to ingrofs or in* 
ffalt converfation. H^ was uq lefs remarkably clean, xhAnfome 
iktc remarkably dirty. Hfs love of fame never led him in- 
to the loweft of all vices; and a fenfe of his own dignity 
made him refped the importance and the feelings of others. 
He often went niany miles on foot, that he might be able to 
beftow what a coach would have coft him. He relieved fome 
hundreds of families from beggary, by lending them five pounds 
a*p1ece only. He infpired his footmen with Celtic attach- 
fneixt. Whatever was his pride, he ihewed none of it in < the 
< venerable prefence of mifery.* His intrepid eloqlience firft 
pointed out, to his opprefled tiouutryment that path to indepea- 
deace,' which their poftei^,' at this moment, fo happily pur- 
foe. ' His meaneft ulent was his %it«' ^ His learning had dd 
pedantry ; his piety no fupertUtion^i his benevolence almoft no 
parallel. For the memory of this man, who may be clafled 
i^iithCato and f hocioo, the Do&ot feels no tendemefior refpea. 
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And for this *« and other critical blafphemies, he hat under*, 
gone innumerable floggings. No writer of this nation han 
made nioie noife : None, has difcovered more contempt for 
other men's reputatioas, :or |nore coQ^denoe m his ovin, I 
v^ould humbly fubmit a few hints for his improvement, if he 
be not * too old to learn/ And, whatever freedom I take, the 
Podtpr himfelf may be quoted as a precedent for infdent 
invedtiTe, and brutal I'eproach. He has told usf, that 
' the two lowed of all human beifigs are, a fcribblcr for a 
« party 9 and a commiffioner of excife/ This very man is bia^- 
felf the hired author of a party ; ^lod nuhy tnuft a commifliontr 
of excife be one of the o^eaneft of mankind ? In the pre^cf to 
hi» o^vo Pidiopary, the Doctor aflSrpis, that, * by tlw labour^ 
« of all his pi edeceflbrs, not even the lonwft expedatign can be 

< gratified/ The author of a revifal of Sbakefpeare % attacks 
(he fays) with- * gloomy tnaUgmfy^ as] if ne were dragging to ju- 

< fticc an, aflafCn or incendiary,* He bites like a yipe^j^ and 

< would be glad to leave inflamniatjons and gangrene behin4 
* Jiiui,* Foi this fluocking language, which could* have been 
anfwered by nothing but 'a blow» the ^r/nn<^ mobUel perhaps^ 
was» that the crltip had dedicated his book to Lord Kaimes, 
(a, Scotfman, and another very '^tf/ZiWu^ fellow^ « as the trueft 
'• judgc> and h»bft Intelligent admirer o^ ShaVefpearc.* . • ' 

His Ww/W/^ piSipnauy' is, by fomeV believed to be the rooft 
capital monument of human geiiius. The, liudies, of A^chimer 
des and Newton are but like a feat,her ii^ the fcale with this* ^* 
mazing work. He has given our tongue a ftibility, wbich, 
without him,' It, never had' known." *Hc has performed, al^ne^ 
what, in other nations, - whole acadenxles fail to perforna ; and, 
as the fruit of hfs ^earning and laCTcfty, our language will be 
claflGcal and iajmbrtaL This may "be true ; but the boo.^ dif- 
plays many proofs of his irialtgnttj^^Ti^ evinces what {want to 
ii^fiR on, viz^ th^t he ivh'o iej^ifes pallfencfsf' cannqt defcro^ it\, ||or 
his definitions of Excife»'Gazet'teer«l'ehfion, and Penfioner L he 

' '• < See paftvlUl lietween 1D^«II0« %tA^ J^P^^^ > m TdWn^iM lEb^try 
-ICB|a;(iBe. In BUltfc-fif ib«^» thr. Q^^ teUf Qi^jkat >!far t^Smoif 
^>it^ompiiy,Anil,aflipcd<ii^Uhpu|iandg^^ /• » ., j 
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%rotili[)) in Qvtttn Aniie*s rrfgn,'hate had a-very fair chance of 

taotmttng the plIlcHy. ttatjie ahd Smith and CheSerfield may 

be quoted to proTe, that Walpole and £z(^ife were improper ob*- 

jeAs of execration ; but atn emandiim of! royal munificence tias, 

bf^ late,' relaxed the Doftor^i frigprijle virtue ; and, in his Faifi 

[jitatm^ \it a Arms, that our government approaches nearer td 

|>crfe6Hbn, ^thanany other that fi^hn has feigned^ 9r kiftoty recprJetk 

Thfe is gbing pretty far-; /but the pecv^, though iH€orrupt$bk 

patriot, proceeds a great dealfarthen Hrs political pieces h«Vt 

efe^infte ; yeif, if the half of whar he advance ih them be tr)i^» 

his countrymen are a mob of ignorant ruffiani, * petulant-, fet&flr, 

« ixiibleht,cdntemptiious,and brdtal :* Evtry metfiber in Oppbfi- 

•tfOA 19 a-fbol,-* firebrand,' a mioofter ; \rorfe,if thdt were puillbjey 

-tfiatt RjivWaci' Hatnbden, of Milton '•. ^ ' 

From ht« volwnet I am to fdeft fome ^pauagesf, ilkiftrate 
'the^i^ with '« few obfervatioiHy and fubmit them to the reader's 

-opinion;' ' *; ' . V ." " ' '' ' 

- « He that th^ites^ the life <of atldther, is either his friend or his 
'« enemy/ aiid'wUhes eithei" r6' exdt his praife, or aggravate his 
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«4« not ^ ttbe i0f»BnfV9njti4sh:#f Vtropnty^ Wi wr«lk&e| Jtk^^r thoff ^^ 

. «b4»m fx^i^ is .paid. Gaze^te/tr^ y^^ ^lately a term o^ the v|tinoA ia&niyt 

hcio^ D/bally applied to wretches that were hired to Vindicate the^court. Pen^ 

j(fM,]aa allowance nMde to any one without an equivalent. ' fn'EtVgland it t^ 

' gctiefftlly'ihidlerftood to mcanf ^ly' given to s ftate Mrelii^t; for trea£>n tc^bis 
covAIfy* Hkifimsr, a- (Uve'oC ftu«„tfil-<d dy a 01ptfncl;tf><^^ hi9 maOet^* 
Kl S G| iponaf ct) , . fopren^e , ^ove|raoi|t. ^fnM-€ht a ^ov^rpovr in veded with 
/3^/«^ authority, z King. Whig^ i^wtiey^ ». the qame of i fusion* Tory, 

! one «bo adheres to the aniieht couAituUon of the O^te, and t^e apodoUcal 
hi«tt«^r<*f tWcKTlrcbof*En*gfeiicl/bppoftd to'a^% ^ Johnfoni'sfol Die* 

'. Tb«%M>td /ai0i^itik'alwaytfurc£ !i\a>Atftttfe; thntijgb, its, d«£iMf^g k, thf» 
Doctor did not, and, aft^rw^4^i«»i|ail/^4L,^.a wMg, pcrh«]>s d»pfi;not fa)r» 

• th»t a (aAip° -if always |i term Iqr the fLis>poicd difturbcr%of pyblic p^ace. 

* The mod obfequious of the Havts of pride, the mod rapturous of the ga- 

* ^cri tipott wealth, the mtoft ofllctdtis of th« whifpcrfcrs bfgreatnefs, are coU 

* Irded froMn feminarws appropriated' to tHe ilndy of wiiilom an.l of, virtue;* 
JtAiMir^ lSo» Tbatis to fay,, mea «f .katnJi)ff artf a. f6e of ther mat 

' ^iboaliq^t .pttifol* lia»t>itrviiig mlcaU. The Kead«»r^i|xmakp \k\% ^wa.|p» 
. pUcauopjs. ,..',,,. '...«■,.. > . 

• Sec Political iraBs ly tie author pftie Rambler, p]s charaOier of Hamb» 
« den, the feadcrwm find in thc'Tftpa^tdf Waller's lift.- Of jilil^oa-, fee f;ys, 

• fl^tft ''bis impudence bad been at Icaft equal to his other powers. 8uch <vaf 

* his malignity, that hell erew darken at his frown. He thought women 
•^ bora cnjy iPor flavery^ and^rren ofcfj fdr rebellion.' There f> mwh Aiorf 

In the fame tone; and, with «bar}irftMe bfi of)itbetsare apfiticdi ib^itider 
will jud^e for himielf. 



( 4 ) 



* infamy *•' The Dodor difcovers txspudence» ;^ieaft eqoal to 
bis other, powers. After fuch a confeflion, what hai^e we to 
hope (or in ifis lives of £ngli(h po^ts ? 

Haying thus denied veracity bot]i to Plutarch and to &imfi(/l 
this Idler, in the very next pagCt leap« at, once from the wiLdeft 
icepticifoi to the wildeft credulity. The paragraph h too long 
for infcrtion ; but the tei\or of it is^ chat * a man'i account of 
<< himfelf* lek behind him unpubliHied^ may be dfp^tuU m;* 
becat^fe,, * by . felf-love all have been fo . often betrayed*, ^iat 
.< (now for the climax of npnOenfe) all are on the. watcha* 
« gaind its artifkes.' 

In bis Oi&ionary» temperance is defined to.be* < tmderaim ep^ 
« pofed t0 gluttQfiy ,fnd drunketmefi,* And he has^ iince defined 
« fobriety or temperance' to be f nothing but the forl^cacance 

* <A pkafure f •* This maxim needs no comment? . : . r. 

• A man willy. in. the Jipi|r oj.darkpefs ai^iaiigoef. >e cpiv- 

* ten£ to leave behind him every thing but himfelf ^.' ;Uerp 
the Do^or fopppfesi th^t a perfon can leave ^imfeif behind 
himfelf. When the reader examines the paflage.in the originate 
be will be convinced, that this cannot be an error of the prefs 
only. Had the Rambler, when he crofled Tweed, left behind 
him his pride, his indolence, his vulgarity, and fak £dui linen* 
he would hjive returned a much wifer, better, and happier 
man than he did^ 

Form^ he explains to be, * the external appearance of any 
<^thing, Ihape ;' but, when fpeaking of hilis in the North of 
Scotland, he fays, < the appearance is that of matter inca- 

< pable of roRM {!* He has feen matter^ not only deftitute, 
but^ incapable oi.Jhape^ He has . feen an appearance that is inca* 
pable qf external appearance*. And yet, in the (ame book, he 
feems to regret the weaknefs of his vifioo. 

Beauty is < that aflemblage of graces which pleafes the eye.' 
But, in the Idler ||, he difplays his true idea of beauty ; and Jc 
is a very lame piece of phiJofbphy, The reader will judge 
from a few jfamples : < If a man, bom blind, was to recover 

< his iighty and the moft beautifbl woman was brought befote 

< him, he could not determine whether {be was handfome or not. 

< Nor if the moft handfome and moft deformed were produced, 

* could 



• Idler, No. <5. 
% Ibid. p. l4« 
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* cqvid htt -any bctfecir ^etermiae to lifiucli he fliould give the 

< preference; having feea only theCe two.' And again, * a$wc 
« are then snore ac£uftpiped.tp beauty- than deformity, we may 

* coBckide/i0/^tql^e,the reafon why.we approve and adtDireit^' 
Moreover, * thongh habit and cuftom cannot be faid tp ^k the 

< (^ajife (rf: beauty^ JT i$ certainlj thq caufe of our liking it. I 
< . Jia.ve np doubt» but that» if we were more ufed to deformity than 

< beauty, deformity W011I4 then lofe the idea now annezed to 

< ir» and take that ef beauty ; as iC thf whole world fliould a* 

< gree that^/ and no (bould change: their. meanings, J^^ I'^ould 
/ then ^eny, and m would affirm** . This is fuch a perfe^toa 
of foUy, that the reader will, perhaps,' think it a forgery. Up 
will find it, however^ vtrbatim et Rteiratm. 

Spes^ng pf Scptlaai), he fays, vThe Tariety.pf fuy and 
VOiade; is here utjterly unknoifm. .There is no trjce for,f|ith^ 
«. (belter 01:. timber. tThe oak and the thorii h equally a 

< (Iranger. . They hjave neither wood for palifades, nor thorns 
,< for hedges*. • A tifee may be (hown in Beothmdas a hor^e 
f in yeaice,* An Engiifi reader' may,- perhaps,. re(|aire \o . be 
told, diAt there are t]^oufa]\d^ of trees of all agef an^ ,dimeq- 
fions, within a mile; of Edinburgh / that there are numere^t 
and thriving plantations in Fife / a^/^ that^' as fpme^ oC theqa 
overibadow'partof the j^oft-road to^'St Andrews, -the Rambler 
mail have been blinder than darkncfs^. if he did not iibeth^V^ 
But why would any. man trirel at all, who is determined to 
believe nothing that he btarst and who^ at the iame timcy^caa- 
notyStf fix inches beyond his nofe? 

^ We>^re not very fure that the bull is eyer mttouf bornh 
^ thpugh we have be(;n told that fuch bulls there s^re f.' Who 
are the -uv he refers to? and who but the Doflor ever ftarted 
fo weak a queftipn ? His ignorance is below ridicule. It is 
true, that, in England, bulb which Wii/ . hor^is .are Ufs nu- 
merous than hufbahds that ha%fe them ^ yet fuch bulls are 
always to be j|bund. For the performance that' contains this 
profound remark,' this agglomerated ramlficaiton if torpid hnhecU* 
ilty^ be it known, that wr have paid fix ihillings, which verifies 
tht ^TOVi^h, ih^t a/oofa«d Sis pioaey are /oon parted. .-,■. » 

< We; found. a (mail' church, clean to a degree unbiflwin in 

< any other part of Scotland |i' Herti a» 9wift fkid to Stibele, 

.>^|^^ 

• Tour, p. U. and iS. tka . f Ikld p. xS^. \ Tour, p. %l9 



the fad may be trtrc ; liuHt^s that of Witch Dr Johtifon mufi 
be ignomnt* ' It h certaid, that fenrelaiaiHIfiigs of that kind' in 
"BdMjtirgh, arc iro Mgfr fpccimtns of'tfatibrfal tifto Wr, it 
the Rambfcr wottfd nifimiite that this want 6f elegante fs ^c- 
ueraJj we nmft impdtdbfhh fztn&ir i *wfe tnuft feriWa hlhi, 
that there arc gloon^,' dhty, ahtf tm"i^fidlcibrrie cath'edrah in 
Jb/^ 6ountries ; and we intip fetnent,' ttdtf' "tihrti etJtirtJig UcotJ- 
land,' i*e Do&olr&ft 'evirjr thing hehindiimhul' riiMiiii^.- ' ' * 
♦ JSryden's poem on the death rf Mrs Itiriigrcw is undc^bt- 
« ed!^ 'thtf'Bobteft ode, that our l^ngfadge* ever has prodncedf. 

* The firft park flow^'with a torrent of enthufiatfm. Afl the 
'^ ftanias, i'ndeed, "'are not equal.* M<? proeeeds to (fonipartf ft 
/•with an imperiaJ crown, fcc. But; a 'little after,'** th^ Ode oh 
'«' St Ct?ciHa*» ifay fs aHiwed to ftand ^ ^sihimt a rival •S" ^t(c 
la^c'hiil identical Word«^;' and his adftifWs nikf rcconcff*- thfem 
If Ifbef itHn. lihdeed;'he'ftemsa{hamed of fits own Jbctmlrftfen- 
<y, ahii il 'fcady to iekpfd; bttt thittlcs/HipSh'the wh'ffli; that 
Afexarfder't-yfttft^* ttsty, perhaps, be prin^mnced faperiSi* to 

• theode^on Ktn!grdi.'«^The JOofloV i& faltf to be the gfedtetl: 
crtetc of' hii aget yet the'verfes on Mfs KtlHgfeW ar^ beWUIl 
^eriticHiii ; ind, perhaps, no perfon ever' ftatf thetfi to ftie end, 
%i^>c «t!ihiuthbi^,^atad'DrJohn{bit. '^^ ' : ";'J| «>"^ 

H?s^ Abyflinian' tafe -l^tfi many biauties, 'yet the chStraaift 
A^tfihfipid, the'hait^v^ ridiculous,' knd the reader difappoffi?^ 
'iid^v^ ^ 'Jhtertepting httrfUpHins^Hid vdlark animal^ are 'aboVe 
•^bAmon^'cbWprcWirftoii. 'The Keifrtoriiiii^yttem h'idF reii^feM 




Dcydep^s fa . . ^ . ,-..,... 

^«^ tjic labour of yejuv^nifrence %.* Some, narcotic Teems to have 

refrigerated the red l^u'or that crrc|jlates' in ihc poiftor|s 

'veins.l, .and to 'hiaiyt' pebetatfd znd' chunked his powers of 

'excogitation §', for eldgance arid wit j^evcr met more happily 

.than here. Perufe only the firft paragraph qf this poem, and 

. . • . . „ . tlien 

■• . IMJ *»• ' ' . '1 , . J. «.. • * M I , v 



• LiTfs of tngliib poctf , tbK in. p. 44J. ^^ i»<4. rtJiK^i?*^, ' ' 
r. .-f ;R«flfetar, chap, ti.- • . ♦ Vld. iiffltofDnydin^ ^ /" 

^, € Excositation. this combination of letttn ii to be fonnd io the I 



5 Excogitation, this combination of letttn ii to be fonnd io the Doer's 
works, though not in has Di^ionary. 
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tfcen judges Tke eottfttifil diat-hw f>tett/!^kt«i bj crHici'in 
in .qoantity a«<i abfnfiditT^ iieyond ail': oob^ptmn. V«i|fi4p^ 
kis admirers mty £^j; thgt. my remtiiilj^ is Imu the ramifiMkH 
of envjy the inttaa^ence M^f-^ ^'itati^re^ thst ixMcerbaticn^^ 
gloomy tnaltgotty* Uanitevsr^ it would, not be amifs to eom- 
out this. page of cboiia^ t<^'the fom^v^ci ^nmnimii add kc 
not his fondeft idoiators . tionfidk Mi its {snSfderpiiMi^ « ItC 
paiiittpg ;the ffinitimentt'aad the fcen A 6f eoMnon life, to -write 
Eagliih. that EaglifluDen cannot ^ead» Is • a degrees of kiibit&ce 
aeveff known till ndw» and k, perhafM, nochiAg but the fRoor 
re6iig>e of pedantic ibipLdity« > . ' * 

f &«fpicfi)n has |icen ahrays confidered^ when it exceeds the 
Vce«atxi0b mdafuni as a tdbenof depravity and^corruption;' 
* Mid. fi. Gdreek wrker. has iaid ittdown as a ftanding maxim, 
< ^^^ J^ ^(^ l»iiivesJta ihf 4Mrf,an0th$ri kno^s bimfelft^ he pef'^ 
' j«ns^*Ttr~&of]^tnni isy indded, ,a tem{^r io uneafy aDd reft«. 
\ J^^g , ];hat it \^ vefj pAlj, appointed the concomiunt 6£ gutk. 
' $li%kianria(|Dpt,.i]Bft^ai^.d»eiiiy'to/'virti]e dian to kappinefi/ 
< ;%' ^a^ : IS ^lr««h4f J 9^fpr« 4s natuf %Uy fti^icioQs, ;md he- 
\liiat tfef^omqs if ^^iQfiS|. will qukkljr: }>«' corrupt V TU^^ 
qa^afd; be tn^; b|iH» if : it wqrc^ the RambleTi is by far thol 
gceay(e&,|^i9reilet;tfiat atar.infefted fi)Ciecy^ . > Spcakmg of ficoa*: 
^9M» hn i^yspf I hnmiBv-. i&at;/ whether Ifoitti^ man or woaum. 

* #hani:i Interrogated CKWorniog paymencaof money, thar 
\lenM iiAmiDtnii die tlUtieral dcfire ^ tieoi^kigmt, by repre* 
^icnsingl e;rery thsng-^^ cfi^arer than it'is«. The Scot nraftiie' 
•ailurdy^^ir^mU^ lisho does not Jor^ Scockmd better. than* 
MEatkfJ Apply theiDo^hr's n^iimis to his own condisdl, aadL^ 
4u& iiedga ttf Jib hendfy.. JSeadds a Jittleafbr.: f The ctvi^ 

« lity and refpeft which we found at every place^ it hut^mtirt 
*ifyh $P'ii9SDiU'^M tfcKoua tO:TepeatV si^ihonld ftothave 
%Qkci/ft| JRg?wrudci . ItSke inAnre gco^s qitice fhockittg. 
* How they ilved fii^itbdttfi keiiU it b not eafy .|o gneft* Thof 

* cultivate hardly. any (fth^r plant for qommoh tables; and, 

* when they.had-not k^itthey probably ha4 nothing |,' As 
the. word kail is npt^to befqund in his Pidionary, . an EU^liih 
reader. wiU be at ^' liofs tp find out what lie .mean5* His afier-. 
^on . is perfedly ridiculous ;' and here a ngw contradi^ioh 

muft 
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obi :be fwal}oiir«d by the Dodor*t belieffsn ;' f<M^, if oats be 
^ a. gclioy which, in Eoglkiid, is generally ^^Ten to horfes^ 

< bat, in Scotland, fupputi the people */ in that cafe, it j* 
^y (o gueft hoW they livied withoQt kaU^^ Oats are fatd to 
thrive b^ in cold and barren conntries^; and, to haye meiitf 
tiobed this circumQancei had fiirely been better than to ftaff 
his folios with fuch.peelriik nohfenfe. 

' In his life of Butler, tht Dodor has confined his remarks to 
Hwiittw^ though the reft ,of that author's works merit equal 
attention. What are we to think of this invidious and culpa- 
ble omiflSon ? Hndibras itfelf would, perhaps, have been oil|it« 
ted, it the book bad' not tended to ridicule diflenters } for ho 
i|ian in SngUad feesos to hate that feiiEl ib heartily*' In Watt's 
l\{ci 'he takes ca;re. to tell »)$, that the liuthor was to be praifed 
int every thbg hot his -ncft^eonfirmiiff ; and, in his erernnemo- 
i^Ue Tour, the Rambler fays, * I found fevecal (Highland mi- 
snifters), with whom I could not cdavi^rCe, without wifliing;' 
<.as my refped increaftd, that chey had nbt been prefhyberi- 

• ans t«' tlere a critic has Very properly <}lieftioned the bo6^or,' 
what he would hiive fald o^ thought^ if the Hi^land mintfterg 
had lamented that J^ was «#/ a pre(byterian I* This man has no 
tinAure of the liberahand humane, manneirs of the preftnt a:ge; 
and yeti with his peculiar conliftency, he laughs at the diOeliter 
who rirfufed to eat a Chriftmas .pye t* This bcfie^er iaiihe 
CiKtiane ghoft &yf» f though I hav^^like the reft of ihaaskiBd, 

< many fa^i&gs and weaknefles, I have not yet, by either 

< friends or- enemies, beear charged with fiipirjtitim\\ yet, 
wish all ifhe Doftor's < contempt of old womdi aafd their talcs |,' 
be would, if :a Roman conful, have diAaaded4ia army f^rrthe 
fcratehtng of a rat {• * ^ ' '' 

.« We found Aa here,' as in every other place, ^but our fp6onis' 

< were of horn **•' .'This important <af£t had been hinted in a 
former page) and fuch is die Dodor^s polkenefs* 

Some rti^ed rock'k hard entrails gave tliee'lbrm, - 
'AndrtginpietsprCKltic'dthfeina Aoi^n. Pofi. 

' * They do, what I found it not very eafy to endure. They 

* folluti die tea-table by plates piled wi(!h. large fliccs of Che: 
* " • ^ ihife 

• VW. f oUe Diaionary. f Toar, p. %A%. \ Bnller'i life, 

I KamMer, No. 59. . $ Vid. Plutirdu ?• Tow, p. »S j. 
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«^;fcitt ^*fet:*''*rijc happiiicfs biF tbfs remark will be fulli 
Jbit hj peopld acquainted with the peculiar purity of PohQpofo's 
peritbn. ' "^ 

• «M*Lc6cr left them fyhg dead by families as they^(?<?/t'* 
This Uftofiundriot no man can ftand aj^i He at the fame time; 
ndi' is it' cleair how he can lie ds he ftands, ' unle/s he maybe 
laid to '/ftf tiptta hfe /S"^/. 

Of the il^mcfirs of Scribleruj, the Doaor faysr '-If the 

* Vhdle ttOLj be efttmated by this f^eefnien> which i^ems to; be 
« the produftion of Arbnthnot, with a few touches^ pirrhaps,' 
<-by Pppe,4Jie want of more wfll not be mueh lamented ; for 

* the follies which the writer ridicules, are fo little pradifed; 
^ dutt they 2Stt not Imown ; ^liorcan the fatirebe tinderftiiod 

* hat by the; karaed : He raife* phantoms of abfiif dity» ,:and 
^tben drtve^i.thciD away; He cores di&aies thatiwer&neter 

» f vFor thif cctfoft |» the joint produdion^of three greae «nrit^s 
^'ila8^'afvp9 ofatiinied.tf«jriiouce-irbm mankind. It -has been 
<: little Jcitady or. when read» .has. been forgiotten, -fts^no man 

':^.e9ttld be wtfery better, or merrier by remembering it. 

;. *.<Thd. defigtt CftBMi; boaft af tsmch. origiBaKty ; for^.beiides 
Vila gco^tel rcftoMeace to Dm ^xtaet there will be found 
*sin it i^ticolar < ioHtatioiis' of the hifiory of Mr Oaffle. 
fi^.Swik cfwried fo^mueh of it into Ireland as Aipptied him' 
f. with Jxiula for) Wfti l^ateln ) and with thoie the world might* 
*^iwa been fCoptentf^^ though ^ihe' reft had* been fupprei^ 

; l^efe.jni^j}^jk^{HOU«iiifpl«y of.the Do^rts.t^^f and Idi^ 
^^ 'l^^&W^l^^ii fi^)9^ >cfiiiciftn\ cannot prodnee W^poot^r- 

^^hfi.,jf^\^i^s^^4Bfti^ 4$eBitain8 a veiy rieh vtia of wit' 

*??*r^^1W8vJ T(N teilfes,jwhifih,ifcr«cpofes,:thainj;hTa. little 
heightened, wcreV in that age, frequent, and pidrledif witfUi 
known. The writers whom. i* ridicules, have fmik into «*&&*• 
tjf^ TJ^^book,,ii?. always. reprinted with tbe profe -vyarks Df: 
I^op^, iancl . Swifi, and . ArbuthAot j.. and what ftrpngci; mprk of » 
f^^Uf can the public beftow ? Every man whq reads it, mnft. 
be the wi(er,and t^e meyi:ier j and .the f^tire may be undcrftood 
if itn vej^ Ijttle learning. ' 






Jin^lb S. Ptfpe'i UliS^ 
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fir Arbuthnot wtat a Scottm^n, ^nif^fttbrnm aFfe(b]E||p*. 
nan. He was an amiable maQ% . Hiis.(ktidk , Pr Jf>bAiba fqd^ 
Aimfelf to be hit inferior; and» thereforcy endeavours to mar<ler tlie 
tepQtation of his worses. To gain credit with tfiq reader^ he 
artfuily drawft ^ veyy high charaacr of Arbathnpt^ a few p^gfct 
. hetortf and. herp» in effedi, ovetturns it* HfB bad fiud that 
Arbuthnot was * a fcholar, with great brilliaa4y;5tf wi^* Sfitii 
if his wit and learning. #re^not diijplayed in th^.^f ^9|oir% oi 
Scribierus, we maj ^Sk wher^ wit . and lea^ovig^ ^e Ujr .lie 
found? .,, 

Of this extra^j th^ (lyle k as floveal/ as ^e Jcadiag (ei»ti* 
ments arc falfe. " . - 

The book Is faid to bf, tthe :Vproda^U/Pii o£ ArbathaMt.^ 
WichintftnUnfaSiitis • ihejoiot produaSto of «&w^ great imscia/ 
How canfolUabe pra^fed thitare aoc ka|Mn<^ of diisafta 
cured, that were never felt ? He claims the attributes of bdi*' 
»i£ci«f^e when facing, that '< tt has bcMt Uttk tacad^^ir^ whta 
*, readf has been forgotten i*" fer* as tt has laen^fo'Crtqueailf 
fscprint^^, so human being <faa be licttain thac it has btfcn litrie 
read, or v forgotten } but there is. the ftroagtft e^iiea^e ef the" 
^iitrarTf This po'iod condgde^t-as it begaA, «ii tfa a n&oft ihfurd 
afiertioa* If ' -thedefign canneitboaft of ninchroHginaiitf** there 
is nothing Original in the titccacy world* W)m is*Mr'Ollflef and^ 
who tol4 ^e Dedor that Ssnft carried any f>at>t «f Storiblerustnte 
Irehind, to fitppif biats for Jiifc.ti;aTels } WhMi OoltMl* wiks ^'^ 
bliOied, Dr Arbnthn^» asityptgirs feom'^t^dr ^tftr O p&a d ^^^ 
did not know whether that book was written by Swtfc^i^ 
nei; fe th^t the^Deali mnftihate^carrfed a^rAfU)^^ AiMt^nk's 
along with hiaa. Had Dc^Jdusfbn < fldori&edl Udfl Mnk ' in 
their age, he would have been the hero of thefe memoirs ) vnS^ 
to fuppofe htm ccmCcious of diis <Arcuflii#M!ieie, ^Il-acc6unt for 
die RanMsr's' naakvoiiqnce, mi 'ex^aiti wh^ tfae^biffit br6k6 
iUlo a ehSnan(hpp« 

I beg particular attention to the following ^alTage/ 
^« His (Pope*s) verfion lUay be-fiid to have tuned the £ng1ifl| 

• foague J for, fince its appearance, too writer^, however dc/fi- 

♦ dent hi ether 'powers, has i^atited mdoij^ Tliii is wHi, 
enerugh; tot, 6F Gra7*s two longeft Odes, < t;^ei l^guage ip 

' ^ laboure4 

* He ibonld bare faM, n§tPHl fi>r that was bis inea«b|r, if he hai«i^« 
Mb Writer, incMct pfolS m well dr\hr^i an^ d)b fapite ai^r giv<qs% 
liuriaeaofteI»0^'i«r^ii^%poiilt«Yl^i^ ' 
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I&bptirtl' Into Jkrjhncfs^ lTaminon<r$ verfd « never c;lide ia 
In ai ftream' of fi^eb^.^ /X^c d»A»on of Cpllins « ^as ofteft 
Bar/bt Un&iifullv ^ajboared/ and' injudictpufly fetedi^d. His 
liaes,^ cpmmpi^hrt are of flow 'mpuqn/ c)dgged and impedeci 
with diiftcts iot consonants.* jSit jtRc'ftyle of Savage; • the 
general' bxAtU^^barJhnefs. The diaioA of Shenftonc* Is oftca 
A«r5^, improper, and affc6ie<J/&e. ' 
Of thcfc five'poeU,' fomi w<^ri ^ot born when Pope's yeffioa 
wsis publiAed ; ^'nd, of the reft^ not One had' penned a linft 
now extant. 1*hey are all hete chaffed, in the ftrongeft terms^ 
yrxtYkA^rfinefss and^yct* (mralfUe diilujj (Incc the appearance nt 
Pope'is X^Xii, ^ no writer, however deficient in other powers,, has 

Ic is no l^fs curions, that thtl anther of this wonder^workine 
tracflatit>his^ hnii'felf charged with want of npeiody ;"and that 
too lit a pddttt^titten Aiatry years ifterthe appearance* of Pbpe*$ 
Rdhien ••TWteilhy on man ctJiwaimsnibre Knis nhfttcceTsfblty 
« Ikbo^ed» xn6v^ harjhntfi 'olP di(if^ more tfhou^ts imper^ 
' • fsMy txjUiefftfdy mer« l^itf ^tiihobt etegancse» ati<| iQors 

• hlJavineik witfhdUt ftren^h*^ iSfcc'.^ Gj^beus veUit aun^. 

* r^d li(k"fb€* th^t iBe Bahd promotes any triith, n&ioral or 
< f e^caf f ^^ 'And kt m. a^this Idtier, w4i»e4<-utll> morai 
er pohMd:/ ft ^(i#dUM%Qd % t«niA^ us^ cfe^, wheoTho«i^ 
came to London, hh Jirft want ivas a pmr tf^Sniei ; that Pc^ 
« .«^^e4 ai Ikito' ef fvw iotiibl««t tipder a ftirt of Vcify co«M*fe 
« .wamliiiii^»?r9ir&Iilidie Qdevod ;^ inda iKap^of 'e^her^ ttrefomc 
nd d i%iA^B« iBr)ftir ti){iirth mekt l<s narrative fecni rUiculhas* 
||4M^|<ijin^0ar^a,P)[)|lft's apotkccAr^ we wetnld cert^i^hHyo 
be^^f^f ^tji^ft |i;«§«eiie| of h|b^lfe,.die cokmr<»f bb w^er^ and 

ttftftqiMftWi^fWs^l*. . , ^ 

* Xb#!JCb:fto]^biibMlied ungry wihcn a deam w(aa oSr^d^im, 
« bf .di^ ii9fi loffbeur to dftink tt^ And who. tjbe lOef il c9irM 
w|tfjlh«r>9/c|$dQ^mH? The j^Id^^ decided hacdly tk>hAvet(d4 
i^.>idHift < bk/ petit p^K^tUiani^Si.weire eoumunicaied h^ a it^ 
^ male domeftic ;' iof no geMilun^i iwodidhave confsfed that 
^f:oilqitt'iiti]|iiOitic mdi: e^ hisrtslifefVatioiw 

. Tke^; /0fl^ iikfbriom authoe of thfs RiriiBLEiL, kaseaertcdhtf 
▼enemons eloquence, through /everal pages t in order to convtocs 
9if U:hat « never were penary of knowledge and vulgarity of 

• fciyijipcnttj ^ happily dif^pU^^d^^^w ip Popc*s Efl&y pn M|m. 

• * < * ^ * 

•, Lift ©f Pope. t Owy'« Ufe, 



For . this purpofe^ahe jDodor celebrates the«c|i^9rfiaer of ofi^ 
Croufa^ whofe. mtentions „ « ' were . ahjoys rigjit, , his oginiQiif 

* were folid, and his religion pure "».• In pppoiition to rfw'au- 
thdrity,. let us hear the great citizen of Geneva. 

« M.de Croufaz has lateljr, given us a refutation oVdic ethic 
« epiftles of Mr Pope, which I have read ; but it did not pleafc 
•me. r\^iH not take upon ^ me to fey, which of thefe two 
« avthpci . js in , the ri^ht ;' but I am perfuadied, that the book 
5 of . the, fortner will never excite the reader to do any one 
« virtuous a<5tion, whereas <?ar. zeal fir every thing great and good is 

* awaketied by that off Of ML ^^y i . . . 

< He (Pope) nurfed in his mind a fooliih difefteem of .Kings/ 
And again/ * He gratified that ambitious petulance wit|lx which 

* h^ affefte^ to infult the great $.• . 

Joh9ibn >imfelf is by no nieans remarkable for his refbed to 
the groa,t^ in the pre&ce^tJO his folio Pidlionajpy^ he telJs qs^ 
that it was written « without ^ny. patronage oii^tgr§at^\ whic^ 
is a mifl^e ; for hjc h^d jpu^ljftei ^ pamphlet,, .fpqae year* bc« 
for*, vhereinhe acknowJiedges, ,that CheQderfieki iiad jp^tso^ 
nizedhimj a^i^ why the Do^of eat in his oiTB; ..JWOrdSy it.i» 
hard to fay; for Chefterfiel4i condnued- his irffn4 |^ tJ|e 1^; 
andfuch a ipan 'was very Jikely ^fe firongeft fp^e i^, tiv^D^or'^ 

vAetl* . B^t his Lordfhip . is Qow idtad^ and.the JLajlibler(ti{aK> 
ways aftrt eminently //w/g/i*/. , ,, :. / , ; ^ . ,,. , 

., A greji^ I^rfpQage >avi»g.opf^. (it \» £iid);«iW the D^or/ 
yhy ther« ;H«rd )fo many woi^ ,k '^his -CHaienjoi^^hiQh he 
could hot' oodei^and I bis, penfioaer replied,;: (aq^AinMjedy hot 
a ^hbfbogh courtier coul4 iha:pe'ttiadc i^tU ^^tt^Xff < 1^ 4^ 
^ mm hof' 'Written for Kitigs^ Perhaps this rfftecddtc^, thohgK 
quite in charafter, may not be true; ba^ <kl ifiebtVaM^, tb^ 
gfoffnefcof »Johnfon'8)Conve»fatipn (hocked all wtid.tftttie ne'ar 
Mm. 'One^elegane work hfe abufed m its^atithb^i heifrijig'; kntf 
no teuit^fl^ edmmbn <lecency (fiir lefs ^ Mr Pof^)^ would have 
faid what he did of tho prefimt R«4,^l famffy« i Ot this it were' 
eafy to bring immediate aAid compk^ evidenc^^ > . < • 

< Wives and h^ibands: are, indeed^ iaotffaiEtly«oi»|stei]jin{p 
1 of eawbs 0^t 4 / Not uniefi: bodi: ane foolft, liiur i always 

TijH™* - -^ »J 1.1. ' . J ^ . . j^ .^ ■ .1 ..'••.»•■ 

•: Popc*s lire.' ' t EfoiiSi, Letter «|, ' * *^* 1 Popi's Ufc, 
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, The readet- i|> V^l^Pff ilDllatifta;(^^tiAe t;i«j9^9ff'^.^« 
trqgc^sipliioal ^uUcii; ^ridf^hoxi^mm^ mmf^vmr it^fMkfi^ bim 
AS SI patriot, . a'^ni^liftji ^p^a crijif .,.yci; J,ftaU,iia ib^flwip ume% 

£stldp tp'bij^a4jupd^li^7^r of ftr//f.,v^h,a lajFerpf ^^ycv^; h^^ 

^hen (arreGh.^f^t^ikmjf )ifti;a to the^wpim. of un|§Lt^ftaa4^pg i 

and^ if/lilpQ fp«9e^.Apcricaa,ififva^^ our 

fingers,^. Dr. JcihQfon Jbj^fclf will/^cackjis^'ljowj tp f^ if j./Rar Jio 

telM "St'On^^flTi^^^i^r^iaut^^^ tMo\^*)^lzj^d,Qf^^* 

Pop^ aiid Qi:cc<:jh,gi:5qwtcfi ,t0jyrwe,.r:tl)^t,Uir^ls^,^ti|^|2Hid 

« one.' Jpor, is,j* »o. anii two^;V«ndv. if you hafe-tlvs leaft 

doul>c that < fovjc^aa^^pne' mak^ firef^ ^ tbat^fiye J?,, .*alie :bal£ 

«. o£ ten/ jou wil(^bc;fiJcpce4 i>y .^he.Jjftme of Pryd«n. ; SJx is, 

* twice tV^P^ i^^rffl^r^jithai^ $T^^^I,,Se»^ 

. * xxi^ more xhasii^J^<?^ : EiglU/is, f^mice four, .a woc^lpf -aum^ 

< b^.' .Nine ^^^ Vo^ oiore th^a eigfit.' r Nioth is^ ftfis^ whiclv 

« precedes Mie.tcnf^.;, Tcn.is,^ f,|Jb^C;<if$imal pu^p^bjf, 'twi^^ 

« five** X«nth,i$,^^, ^ . after tke> niaiiili. tfec ordb)id pf- ):e.i>.*i 

Ekven is, ^teii.afid pne.f. £JeveQi^t¥F f f^e n^^t.jp fw^^fr. t?- 

« the tenth,* and is derived from eleven. Twelve iy> * tis(o.^d 

« ten;* apd twelfth,,', fccond af|cr thct i^entb,. tlfc^,.prdmii.<)f 

« t^wtlve.*' Tfiirteei?..is, .« ten, ^w^ t^r^^j' - .f <JP«;fe^ 

• ^ndit^/ /?;iftecn ii^,, \ fivie and tfih/ .Fii3teer«ihr* ^he ordinal: 

' Of ween, t;ac fifth after the tenth;' and, if you entertain any 

foipicion as to .the verity of thefe- definitionsjit'ead over Boyle. 




Thrcefcorc, a.,(^/&r<«jand^^r^.) ^,thripe twenty, fixty/ Pbpe^Ha* 
lei^h, W^fcman^ Shakeff^earp, Brpwn, Drydepi,' aiii'Sp^^^ 
are cited to convince jon^^ th^t thefe explanations are acjiurate; 
And the other tirticje^ of numer:|£i'6:n; ,with ^1 tfeeii^ dferivationij, 
definitions, anil!th^ paiPages'th^t are quoted Ws"^ auChori^Je^^^ 
fuppoFt them,' would,' pVVps,'firi a Jairgd gamphlec: And^ this ' 
• is one recipe fo^makln'^ bdcjks. ' ' \' '' " ' '' \ ' ' '* 
A. farthing' m * tKefouhh>fft;6f*i^j/cAiiy, and a penjiy^is,' 
< a' fmall coii;' df* wiichi t Werve mike a^ftilling>' A (hnHiu^h 
* iiowtVdvc^f»^ei^/ 'APSu'ridfis^'th^^um'^of tW^^^^^^ 
' . lings ;* '^n^lim^'h^ ft?.^bViif ^0, ^<5f a' GlSAei^l^ii'oVr ' 



Dryden, 
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V a* whbrc^ a wbmmmi fMioftinite f and a Fcrjypf Cb^ a' a iv^%» 
r tb< iA^«fiy 0^ a bktli, ;a lincbt oiF coatemptiibtis feproacH to 

• ^ aa«a. V- To ^w fe; • €o try as a cat/ T<^ Kaw is, « to trf 

* a« i Rmn, Crour^ «!* Rbok; abd tKte- A-J? of a kavco bt 

♦ Crow i[aAtd lie ttigitt have added, of a Jacfc daw too) h.kaw.* 
c Tlwre are men (Tay^ D¥'Jbhnfbn)^«rho aiSnoj the name of 

< aurhdrs, merely tb 'dWSgrate It, and fill the w©rid* with vo*. 
\ Imtoes, onfly to btir^ fctttrs' in their own nxlibift.' ' The tra- 
^ ^llw wh^ tcik, hi a pompous Polfo* chat tie few the Pdn. 
^ theon ii-Rome^ and the Mediaan V01US at Florence \ the nata- 

< ral Mftorikh, who» defciibin^ the prodtr^libds of a narrow 
*> iOandf recounts all that h has ?n common with every oifKer 
« part of the world ; the colledor of anti<)uities; that accounts 

* every thing a currofrcy, w&icb the'rains of Herculaneum ha^* 
^ pen to etxlity though an isfllrument already ftown ih a thou. 
^- fkttd refpofitoriesi or a cup cdmmon to Hie antitots» the mo- 

< demsi and all mankind, may be juftly deaiHired as the per- 
«<-feeutors 6f ftudents, and the thieves of that time, which never 

• can be rcftored V ' . :. . r. 

• The traveller' who viffts Rome and Floi'eriee, and gives an 
account of what he faw to the world, without ^cfcrlbing the 
Pantheon and the Medicean Venus, wHl, vei^ properly, be 
cenlured as an ignorant and taftelefs wanderer* ' The hiftomn 
^}xo dcfcribes an ifland, 'w^iether wi^e 6r narrow, ought to be- 
gin by telling if It prodpccs.w^ter, grifs, wood, apd iorh. ^ 
fwofd,* a digger, and at>ow, are common tt> the antients, the 
ipoderns, and almoft aiji mankind ; ye^, if any ^bmaii militarjr 
weapon Wfre.difcovercd'ih the ruinj of Hef c\ila^eum, it woul^ 
be thfe |uft ^bjea of ra^ronal curiofity, knd^> cdllitor pf alntii 
quities might dcfcribe it without Veing cenlured, in Johufon's 
polite ftyle,. as a., Mef 9f time. Ot this paflage, however, the 
leading idea is juft; and, had the Doiltor been, able to expreg 
hin^fdt with precifion, it would have fcrvedf m an admirable 
'manner, to delineate the charaAer of ^W author qf thofe paffa- 
ges wp h^ye juft now been reading .from Ki^ pidlonary. 

;A,, Puppy is faid to be, « the projje^y of a bitch,* but.fo^^ 
th4 il>i|;<;h h^rfelf. We bave l^alfj^epojc', b^t up fpf^all cpin V^- 

^t/>ricjg a p«|my. 

*^;T 'f . , r- •r^^^ CT li* r^ K^ . />»ii«»v ,w.-.^ w.v^; i* "^•J^VfJ^'Tw 

,« Uler, Ko. 9^ 
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T^vpt^ iSr ^roptt^CiQii ;* and Ref»af«li(m tt» « th« «a of ^pAr- 

*.mt^' A Bi^«bKoia isti <io*e«r1io thioks a eoifioMWlNalA, 

'.vk^tnH <D«ii«f dhy^ dM b«ft gblrenKncnc.' But tkitU«>iri/ 

iMltf a dpfiaktott t for eviery fiiij^ of a rc{>ttUtc, k a tvpobli-' 

Ciio; ^iiecher ho iliinkstt tibe InA ^fffMaeiDt or nou RepiM 

blic«a* a.* (frpm republic) w, ^ |>lRctiigtbc goTeramtac in tho 

• propk.' Is Vepiee,ilUKkr thegfiTcrnaieAC of die peopled Kt^ 

puMtcasiy t M/? 'oatomoaweftltli, ilat« in wUcb tlic power i« 

«^ )04g<d jo mpm XhfUfx one/ . At Umi natei aknoft ettrj govern* 

nictit in . lAt 'wwiA m a repiiblir. Even ia Fraocei t^ Knug 

omMt do eFery tfavq;. Tin <#r»9d Turk k a limiled Monarek. 

N:obodj >aUl$ BrHatn a republipf It. i# oartout cMttgh to A* 

fttiJ^ an authftf' as i^ea Jobalea eked qd prott wha/t ts a repa* 

bliG« 'the read^ will cocapHte.wbat titk ibe Doftor haa to. 

the chara^r given him by a vrrtter» viz* that ' his gredt learn* 

*iag aild geni«fiT«xideriiii6 oneof themoft^/Utt/jqf oroaaieiitii 

* o£ the pifeiciit'si^e/ A LookiDg.glafi tt» « a gUtfs whlelk 

« flufws lbk>fltt refleAed;' but fe iviH a totmnon glaftliottM;' 

thoegh Hre jymt tanti it k ionldog-glafs. ^ Ht ikf% h ts hottx* 

ptmaded of Ad and gia/s s bar, i^ the reader happens to thAit 

It is dcrmd 6rdoctMhtg and glafi^ the Dddbr cannot eonfttte » 

hihs. A Kha^e isi « a pitty rafcsH^ a ftducidrel.* t ZatHlitp; 

* a forry ftl&o#^ i fcouadref*' A Zdd^ is> ^ a lubbe^ a eltimty 

« rtoiP*/ A LtMft v&t « a fiardjr drone» ai idle, fat, btifty- 

'i^, a bobby.* ti L^fit ik, '^ a fconDdCel, a forty t^bfthleTt 

< fellow-.* A LiAhaHt H^ k a U%y thirdy ftHow.* A Bodif is-^ 
btft you inuft khoar what it is, while you read,' in thtie elegant' 
drfinition^» the tafte and geniiis of Df Jbhlifon. He ftys, that 
Bboe is, * Uie fi>Kd J>arts of the body of an anima!.' Are the' 
fat and the iUdfctes act fottd > A Volume is^ < fomething rol* 

' kd or cx>avalved ;* and fo are a baYf^el^ a fbot-ball> and a 
bkaket. • But- a vokioic ii lilcewiib * » muiA ms ftemt cmveimi^ 
■ 9t %noi^ an ezpreflion hardly iatdligible \ and It Is a hobk. 
A. Boblc» we ar^* toU^ isf '^ a voMine, in whkh we readar' 

< -write ;^ and-iahether ^tre read atid wr^ sa it or not* 

^ V has twa fowters cx|^reiod in Emglilh by two «haradiirBa ' 
' % eofifoniat» and ^% vowtk* One w^uld Chiat thdbMftere two * 
different letters, as much as any others in the alphabet. It in 
rckiaftabie that this Ei^llfh Didionary begins with z. Latin 
word; and the DoAor has in&rted it withoi|t giyipgaa^aii-^ 




c » 
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t 

A K«0hlisf f a Mn^rflup;' ihd a JUnk il^ « u/huUfhipjof 
« .ClliMf. ./A Sloop, b>.'« k ffliali fliip}* and 's 3<ngantiiie is^' 
^ 9^^4ighi;iV({rel ;* http it wmild hayc re^ii^ Ktti« kafning 6r 
ingsmirtyr: to Jisfte iaid, tbat^ jn our tasLruier a floop hai oHly 
OM.iiiaih except (loops t>fwa^, .which' hm three ; ai»d» tJutt- 
a briganiine is a merpbsnt ihr^ /with two, A brig, a lugger, 
SL' fcikmntr^iz gajliot, a gaUton^a proa, -a puiit, a zebeqiiey 
and. a iborw, are not inferted in this'compiete Englifli*Di6Hon'>' 
ary; bat a Cutter is, f a nimble- boat* that rwi/ the water.* Did ' 
^eererihe^r of a boat that did not put the ^ateft This expla<> 
natron, like that ^bf at leafl; tivcntj thoitfand otliers,n defect' 

tiTevhticratffe,' befldes a ifkan of waPs boat,- the Word Cutter is 
appfa'cd*to ^ fmadl vdfTel ^itli^one n^ft, I'igged ni a (bo{)i; that 
lailtvery^hei^ the naind rhUrn whi^h peccdiarUT^;' ittf^appella* - 
tton istlerfyed.. ' . • ,• r : . ' 

' A Cannon is, * a gun iar^r than can be managed b]ri?he 
«iba<>d«* .Cannon-ball and Cahnoii (hot kre, < the balls which 
* are ihot froo^ great •gui^** Mr Locke i& cited to ihiw, iSakv 
camwi is eompounded (dean and npi, Menftruous jsi f harnig' 
'• thi^icatameniai' .9nd .this, IM wtrd is /wanting a fee<}uenc 
^i>de of iiefimtion in this book. The Eye is, * . tfaci organ of ti* 
« £o»,';; £7e:drop, (<|v ai^d ^rcf) * tear/ See alio i£]re-baH,.( 
Eye:b^Qw,.E7e"glance, Eyc^gl/afs, .ELyeiefs* £ye-lkli Eye-figbi, 
Eye-fpre, £|ye*tooth, . £ye:wii)k, Eyb-witoeis; 'Eyc-ftring if, . 

< the Aring of the eye *.' The following names are; cited cp * 
fapport the explai^ations : Dryden, Spqncer, Ncwi^n, Miltoq, 
Garth« Bacon, Samuel, Peter,, and Shakefpeare four tiqaes*. 
The /man:, who can make fuch a pedantic parade of erudicicmi^ 
muQ be a mere quack in the buHnef^ of book*buflding ;» and the . 
reader, /v^hd thinl^s himfelf ledified by hearing tha( an eye*wjnk ' 
i4> * :a yirtnk as a hint or tf^n/i.tnuft be.an^objediof pity. But ' 

. there is >no fuch reader. * ^mre^ Do we nevec. wink but is a 
hitt or token ? AohAt, 19, * afpecies Of .thU^ Herpes ;' and Hey, ■ 

< sm expreffion of joy.! . A. Mocker >i8, .< ^N&e who mocby ibdf^ 
a Laughing-ftod^, {lat^b aai6,ft9ck)A « butt^aii'objed'ofridi- ' 
* , cttle**' Icon,, a. is,. * imade of iron ;* ' and iroi^ £>is;!faid:t<y bfe, 
< , ^ me^l/commcix ^o all paru of ttfe world t^-twhich is not die 
ft^ii .:...• ' • • ' : r ..-"-ji: ?.:. .?':*..- : . ' '• ■• 
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* What nridg does the DoAor oietn ? for, befidef the 0|i|icDeiTe,.ibere,. « 
' are fix mnCcks, four finight, and twa^ oblique, and other (inall Borotts '* 
ykqphet. 
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* ' Gray thought his language itiore poetical, a$ it was more 

* remote from common ufe •.' This aflertioii is not entirely 
without foundation, but it is very far from being quite true. 

* Finding in Drydcn, honey redalent of [fringe an expreflion 

* that reaches the utmoll limits, of our language, Gray drove it 
' a little more beyond common apprehenfion, by making gaU 

* to be reJoUnt.afjoy anJjk^uth ft' The cenfure is juft. But 

Dr Johnfon is the laft man alive, who fhould blame one for 

^riving our language to its utmoft limits : For a very great 

part of hislif^ has. been fpent in • corrupting and; confounding 

oor tongue. In fome verfes to a Lady, he talks of his arthri^ 

tic pains ^f an q>ithet furely not much more- fuitable to the 

dialed of Parnaflus than any thing tQ be found in Gray. Jobni- 

(bn himfc^lfcaunot always write grammar. / In a fhort time 

' many werf content tp be (hewn beauties which they could not 

* fi^i-^\ T^ aufbpr muff here mean — * Beauties which they 

*' couid not have feen ;* — ^fbr it is needlefs to add.. that no maa 

can be (hewn what he cannot fee. ^ 

. It n curious .to obferve a man draw hii own pifture, w)th- 

QUt inteiuting it* Po!1^>Qfo, when cenfuring fome of his odes^ 

obforves, That ^ Gray is too fond of words arbitrarily com- 

' pounded. The mind of the writer feems to y/ork with un- 

' natural violence. Double, double, toil and trouble,* He (the 

author c^ an £legy in a country church-yard) ^ has a kind of 

* ftrutting dignity, and is^ tall by walking on tip^to^. His art 
' ' and bis ffruggle are too viiible, and there is too little ap. 

' pearance of ^afc, or nature; In all Gray's odes, there is 

* a kind of cumbrous) iplendour which we wiib away ||/ \V« 
may fay like Nathan, Thou art the man. 

1 Mr Gray and Mr Horace Walpole, arc. faid to have 'wan- 

I dcred thropgh France and Italy %, And as a coQtraff to this 

\ . polite expreffion,. I fliall add fome remarks that have occurred 
on.tbe.Doftor^s own mode of wandering. 

* It m\A afford peculiar entertainment, jto fee a perfon of 
.* ihis.charad^r, who has /carcjly ever bei^n. without the pre- 
' ciods of .this metropolis, (l^pndon), and wko has been long 4ir- 

C ' cujitned 

* Gray't life. f Ibid; t » - \ , QwCLzm^^t ^Mafftsinf , YoL XVU. 
S Gray'»Ufc. | Ibi^.^i 5 Ibid. 
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^ ckflomedio the adulation of a little knot of companhnrtf his 

* •wn trade Tallying forth in queft of difcovems— Neither the 
' people nor the country that he has yifited will perhaps be 

* confidered as the moft extraordinary part of the phaBBomcna 
*he has xlefcribed — The Doftor has endeavoured to give ari 
^ aecbunt of his travels ; but he has fiimifbed his re^(Stcr% with 

* a pidture of himfelf. He has fcen very litUe, and obfcrved 
'ftilllefs. His narration is neither fuppwted with vivtcity, 
^ to make it entertaining, nor accompanied with inforoiatloft j 

* to render it inftruaive. It exhibits the pompous aitiflei«t 
^ diAion of the Rambler with the fame vacuity of ih^ught.-^- 
' The reader is led from one Highland family to anotker mWei 
^ ly to be informed of the number of then- chiHren, the btrJ 

* rcnnels of their country, and of the kindncfs with which thi' 

* Dodlor was treated. Ill the Highlands he is h1ce a foeKfK 
< peafant brought for the firft time into a great dty, ftaring a^ 
' every ' figh'-pofti and gaping with <;qual wonder and aftot 

* niftiment at every objeft he mttii with ••* ^ 

' AtlFlorencc they (Gray and Walpole) qtiAtielfed'afnd pirt- 
'^ ed ; and Mr Walpole is mw content to hate it tdid thit k 
^ was by his fault f.' This is a dirty inflnuation; and the de^ 
clamatioii that follows in the next period is not much better. 

He obffcrves, That ^* A long ftory perhaps adds little to ' 
' Gray's reputation J.' Perhaps was ufelefs here, and indeed 
the Do^or has Introduced it in a hundred places, whert it 
was ufeiefs, and left it out in as ifnany where it Was wanted; 
In juftice to Gray, his biographer fhould have added, that tbfe 
Bard rejedled, from a corredl edition of his works, this infipid 
feries of verfes. 

* Gray's reputation was how fo high that he had the honour 
^ of refufing the laurel {/ A man's reputation has never yet 
acquired him the laurel, without fome particular application 
from a courtier. I fee not what honour is acquired by refufing 
the laurel. An hundred pounds a-year would haveeriabled an 
osconomift like Mr Gray to preferve his freedom 9iid extand 
tiis benevolence. The office of laureat is only ridiculous iu thte 

hand 

' ^« Edlnbiirgli RtfcHe w,* Tel. II >c 1?. 5 5- et ft q, • 
t Grajr'a life. | Ibid. . $ lbi<l. . 
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liands of a fool. Mr Savage io that charaftei^ produced nothing 
tliac would difhoQour an finglifiiman and a pee(. Perhaps 
Gray ^ a very coftive writer, could not readily have made ade^ 
^ent number of verfes within the limited, time. From thd 
parage now queted.the reader will not fail to remark^ that the 
Railibler '' nurfe$.]n his mind a foolilh difefteem of kings */ 
Mr Gray ^had a notion not very peculiar, that he could not 

* write but) at certain tiroes, or at happy moments ; a fantaftic 
' foppery to which my kindnefs for a man of learning and of 
' virtue wiihes hin to have been fuperior f/ Milton, who was 
tto doubt a ihallow fellow compared with the Reformer of our 
language,, had the fame < fantaftic foppery/ Mr Hum^ re- 
mavks that Mikon had not leifure to watch * the returns of 
^ genius^ '-i.£very man feels himfelf at fome times lefs capable 
«f intelledual effort, than at others. The Rambler himfetf has 
in the moft exprefs terms contradicted his prefent notion. In 
Denhan's life he mentions four lines that muft have been writ- 
ten ^ at fome bafpy moment propitious to poetry.^ In fome o- 
ther place in the fame lives his tumid and prolix eloquence dif. 
tmbqgpies'jKfielf to prove, - what no . man ever doubted, viz. 

' Hiat a tradefmao's • hand is often, out, he cannot tell why.^ 
And aninfer^iKe h drawn. That this is ftill more apt to be 
^.cafe with a man draining bis mental abilities. 

In* Gray's ode on fpring, * The thoughts have nothing new, 
' the morality is natural, but too ft^e :(.' Read the poem, 
and then efteem the qritic if you can. Speaking of the Bard he 
fays, ^ Of the firft ftanza the abrupt begimiing has beeti cele- 
' brated ; but technical beauties can give praife only to the in- 

* ventor j.' The queftion here is, What he means by a tech- 
nical beauty ? That word, he explains, * Belonging to arts ; not 
' in common or popular ufe' — How can this word in either of 
thefe fenfes appty here with propriety ? 

What he fays of " thefe four ftanzas" — conveys, I think, no 
fentiment. Every word may be underftood leparjtely, but in 
their prefent arrangement they fcem tO have no lignification, 
or they (igniiynonrei^fe, and perhaps, comradidion ; but this 

-. , . ' paffage 

» 

* lift of Fop«. t Gray'f life. } Ibid. 5 Ibid. 



paflage I leave to the fupremc tribunal of all authors — to the 
reafon and common fenft of the reader.. He can beft determine 
whether he ha^ / neVer {ec:n the notions in any other placa, 
/ yet perfuades himfelf that he always felt them.' Thefe ide- 
as arc very beautifully expreffcd in many paflages of Gaelic 
poetry : and let it be remembered, to the honour of his tafte 
and candour, that Mr Gray in one of his letters cbhfeffes, how 
his admiration of Mr Macpherfon'? work had put him (to ufe 
his own words) half mad. 

Comparing Gray^s with an ode of Horace, * he fays, ' there 

* is in the Bard more fore?, more thought;^ and more variety' — . 
as indeed there very well may, for in the one there are thir* 
ty-fix lines only, and io the other one hundred and forty-four. 
His whole works are full of fuch vapid obfervations, < But to 

* copy is lefs than to invent, theft is always dangerous.' And 
'who knoweth not fuch things as thefe^-\i he means to infinutatc that 
Gray's Bard i$ a copy of Horace, (and this is the plain infcrcncei 
from his words) he may lie charged in direS teirms as an atto^' 
cious violator of Tr'^TH^ . . ' * * 

' The fiftion of Horace was to the Romans crediUb i (no) 
' but its revival difgufis us ^ith apparent and unconfutable 

* falfchoocl. Incredulous odi f .' Who are the us referred tb'in 
this period? And how will the Poftor's verdift be digefted at 
Aberdeen by ' ^ po<^t, a philofopher, and a good man J/ It 
is diverting to remark how thefe mutual admirers clafhion the 
clcareft point, with not a poffibility of reconcilement, 

I pafs b^ five or fix lines, which are not worth contradiflion, 
though they cannot refift it. ^ I do not fee that the Bard pro-/ 

* m^tes any truth moral or political f.* ' The RaHibler*u intel- 
lc£t is blind. r^B^ feems to have ftared a great deal, to have 

. feen little or nothing. Tht Bard very forcibly inipreffes thi% 
i^oral, political, and important truth, that eternal vengeance 
would purfue the Englife Tyrant and his pofterJty, as enemies 
to pQ^tvy> and exterminators of mankind. Johnfon, a ftickler 
for the j«f divinum, did not relifh this idea. ' ' 

He commends the ' Ode on Adverfity,*' but'the hint was' at 
« iirft taken from Horace ||.' The poem referred to has almoft 

* PaftoT cum traheret per freta navitrov, Sec. 

f Gr^ys I-ifc. J Ibid, ^ Ibid, | Ibid. 



no rcfemblaiYcc to Gray's. And if we go on at this rate, where 
wff we.find my thUig original ? He miftakcs the title of this 
poem, which is.not an * Ode on,' but a ^ Hymn to' Advierfity. 
•This is a;clear though trifling proof of his inattention. As be 
dare not condemn thi* piece, it is difmiffed in fix lines, to make 
room for * The: wonderful wonder of. wonders, the two Sifter 

* Odes, by wiidiaaany have been .perfuaded to think them* 

< fctves ddighted •:' He chews |hcm through four tedious 
pftavo pages. We come then to Gray's Elegy, which occu- 
pies an equal (hare of a paragraph that contauis only fourteen 
lines. So much more plentiful is. the critic in gall than honey ! ' 
And in reading this fragment. we may remark that nmfenfe is 
not panegyric, 

' Speaking of Wellh Mythology, he /ays, < Attention recoils 
^ from the repetition of a tale that, even when it was firji 

< heard, was heard with fcorn \^^ . There is no realbn to 
dimkthat theW^lfc difcclicved thefe fiflions. It is much 
more likely that many believe them at. this day. Shakelpeare 
has from this iuperftition made, a whim0cal pidure of Owen 
Glendower ; and H£ no doubt painted nature. This is one 
of thofe afiertions ivhich , our . diAater fhould have qualified 
with a perhaps, an adverb, which, wherever it ought xo be met 
with in the Doftor's pages, * wUl not cafily be found }.' 

; < But I will no longer look for particular faults ; yet letJt bt 
^ ^bferved that the ode might have been condiuded with an a^« 
' on of better example ; but fuicide is always to be had with« 

< out expence of thought •* 

• The lines objefied to are thef<5 5 

< He (p<xki?9 and headlong frooi tbe mountaim height, 
« Pce|i in the roaring tide,* he plnng'd to endleft night.' 

I wifh th$ Efo^or bad pointed out a better condufion* 
l^vMSXVLh,f {numb, v^ijktdl) 'a PuH^fdi a Dunce; 
a Dolt y a Blockhead.'. Numfl(uUed, a (frpm Num/kull\ ^ dull ; 

< ftupid ;- doltiflu'-«-N tJN, /• *' a wopian, dedicated to the feve- 

< rer duties pf religion^ fecluded in a cloifter iroxQ the world.' 

% . * 

« Gra-y'a'^ife. f ^^ui* I A fsTonnte phrsff of the Ramhln^f. 

$ Gray's Xiife. . - , ■ . ^.. ^ 
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The Nona of Loudon w«re not employed in die fevertr Am 
ue% of religiQD, which his nothing to do with fevefity • The 
iofttliitiou of nunneHet is the moft atrocious infult iq>on hu*> 
waatn feelings^ that ever difgraced the felfifh and brutal policy 
«f the Roman priefthood'^ and its effeds are the moft (boddiig 
mad criminal* The man who woilld palliate fuch an outrage 
on Chriftianity^ deferves no quarter. From this (ample of 
1ms good fenfe, one would btfdly rank the Rambler above ' a 
^ domeiiic animal, that catches mice/ 

A KxTTi^E is ' a vefiel ki which liquor is boiled.' Lord Ox* 
ford's female domeffic could have fumifhed the Do&or with a 
bettecddcrqitioa.-^jACK iS| i« the diminutive of John — 2* 
The name of ' iftfiruments, which fupply the place of a boy «/ 
sn bfifirumeta tdpuU off boots.'-— Broncho ceLs/. a * tumor 
^ ofthatparcof theii/^^r4 tertia^ caOed the Bronchos^ — and 
this laft word is wanting. Bkoom is < a flirdb' — and Brog vi 
< a kind oi flioe:*' See alfo BroomilaiF, Broomy, Broth, Bro« 
thd^and BrotheKhoufe. Buao, * the ^oin from the bend« 
^ iffg of the thigh to ihtfcrttum ;' but the f erbium is not C9(« 
plained^ 

' < Rhas'be^ manilaiMd by foiM, njiho loPe /a ialk tf vfhg^ 
Tffh9^4 mUH^iu, th^t p<iftoral is the moj^ ana^ni foew/J 
But in ijhe next pbriod, ' paftoraf poetry was ihefiffi employ* 
« nieiat cf the bOMan imaginatioff *•' The Dodor, therefore^ 
by faia €Ni» aaxmnt, is onH of thofe, wio l^ive to talk of (and 
what ia yet worfe to aSert) wbiU thiy do not knorm* In North 
America^ the natives have no conc^tions of paftoral life among 
themfelves^ and their poetry j fiioh as it is, has no relation to 
that ftate of fociety. 

Paftoral poetry ^< is generally plfafing, bccauft it efltertains 
' the mind ^ith reprefentations of Icehes familiar to Atmbjfeve^ 
* ry imagi^mioff^ mid^of ^ffeicli aU can equally judge whether 
« they are well deferibed^ or ftdt f.' 

ITiis perrod is fo cfofdy ifttet«vr^6t«A with nmefenfe, ihat it 

will take fome f>ains to dilefltaitgTe it. Rural icencs, are aos 

fatniliaf c^ \ilmfl ero&y huaginaclofi. la England perhaps ^alf 

•te^people arc fhut up in large towns, and fuch is the grofs 

' ^' • . jgnQrancc 

* RamUer, No. 36. t Ibid. 
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Ignorance of fome of them, thtt 4n old woman in London onco 
adcedy mhethcr pota^toes grew on trees. Neither is every man. 
an equal judge even of what is familiar to Bra, • Obferve, 
hovr the Rambler confounds the diftinAion between all^ and 
^fmfi every ^ The whole number is in the fam? Aile. 
' On the original contrivers of mifchlef let an iniblted natk>a 

* pour out its vengeance. With whatever defign they have in-i 
< flamed this pernicious conteft^ they are themfelves equally de-i 
^ teftable. If tjiey wifli fuccefs to the colonies, they are trai- 

* TORS to this country ; if they wiih their defeat, they arc, 
' TKAITORS at once to America andEngland* To them (MeC 
' Burked Co.) and them only, muft b.e imputed the interruptioi]^ 
' of commerce, and the miferies of war, the forrow of thof^ 

* who iball be ruined, and the blood of tbofe that ihall fall **' 

No oaao that 9i)pofe$ Lord North ctf» think any terms too 
ievere for fiich a writer. 

' At this time a long courfe of oppoHtion to Sir Robert 
^ Walpole had filled the nation with clamours for liberty, of 
' which no man felt the want^ and with care for liberty which' 
^ was not in danger •(•/ ^ 

No man was more violent than Johnfon in abufing Walpole. 
Wt have already feen fome of thofe political definitions, which 
are at this hour extant in the Dpftor*s Diftionary. His pre- 
fent zeal for government can arife from fclf-intcreft only. And 
to tsSae his own words, he comes under fufpicion as a 'mretch 
htrei tQ vindicate the late meafures of the Court j^. He accules 
Milton as a tool of authority, as a forger hired i^o aflaffinate 
^he memory, of Charles I. Thefe charges came with a very 
bad grace from the Rambler. They are long Cnce refuted, 
and yet they will be reprinted in every future edition of his 
b«f)k.. 

Will any man be the wifer, the better, or the merrier, by 
reading what foliowsr— •' Lyttleton was his (Shcnftone's) neigh- 
' bouf j| and hiy rival^ whofe empire, fpacious and opulent, 

^ . \ ..:..:. Uooked 

* Taxation no tyraDn}r. f Thonfon's life. 

I il^he author has no intention here to diifeminate political opinions— 
iHs meaning is only to proTe| xYid^t fomfhdy is Toid of principle| of con* 
fifteucj, and of ihame. 



' looked with difclam on the petty^ftate that appeared bebtilcf 

* it. For a while the inhabitants of Haglcy affefted to tell their. 

* acquaintance of the little fello^M th^t was trying to make himfdif 
^admired; but when by degrees the Leafowes forced them« 
^ felves into notice^ they took care to defeat the curiefity whicb 

* thfey could not fupprefs, by conducing their vifitants p^r- 
' verfely to inconvenient points of view, and introducing then^ 

* at the wrong end of a walk to deteA a deception ; injuries of 

* which Sheilftone would heavily complain *.' The paragra{^I^ 
clofes with a ^e*/ obfervation. ^^ 
, As the Dodor's own journeymen *)* have lamented the exift- 
ence of this beautiful and important paiTage, I have only to fay,' 
fbat P90r Lyttleton (as the Dodor calls him) patronized Field* 
ing, and that the Rambler patronizeth William Shaw : Tha^ 
his Lordlhip was an elegant uTiter : That he did not adopt 
Johnfon's new words : That he was a great and an amiable 
man : That Lexiphanesi was dedicated to him : And that he is 
Jcad. 

*Tht Pro/pedH of Eaton C$llege fuggcfts nothing to Gray^ 

* which every bf;ho]der d«es not equally think and feel j!*^ fie. 
might as well fay, that every man in England was capable of 
writing Gray's Elegy. 

' Snot. The mucus of the nofe.^— * Nofe. The prqniinencd 
on the face, which is the organ of /cent, and the emun6Iofyof 
the brain/ 

He Ihould h^ve faid the organ of fintll, for we do not faj^ 
the fenfe of fcenting. But from what he fays of them, it ap- 
pears that he is ignorant or the diftindlion between thefe two 
words.— If the nofe were the emundory of the brain (whfeli 
every furgeon's apprentice knows that it is wo/), in that cafe 
fnot could not be the mucus of the nofe, but the mucus of ^tst 
brain» It belongs to neither. It i;5 entirely, or principally 
formed in the glands of the throat, as we fee every 6wyiA 
coughing. To contradift Ibch inconfiftcncies w6uld, be belov^ 
the dignity of any writer, if they were found in a book lefs fa- 
mous, than the Englilh DifUonary. ' « 

Ruft. 

* Lif« of Shenftonc. . f Gentlemaa*8 Mag^sin^. \ Qrmy'i Ufp 
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Roft. < Th^ red tyefqaarhaiion df dd it<m.* ^ 

DefqUamaticm. * The a^ of fcalirrg foul bones.* 

Sinew. * 1. A t^fndon * the Hgarinent by which thfc joints are ^ 
movdtf. — 3. Atiifcle or ir^rrvd^/'— Orher mctais riift as well as 
fr«n, and ruft is not always red.; that of copper for inftance 
is blue or green. It is not quite clear why the word Defqua* 
tnation is introduced. But his account oi zfin^w exceeds eve- 
ry thing of the kind. 

Highflier. ' One that ^af'i'ieS- his bpthiM td extrava- 
gance.* The word relates to a peculiar fet of rapn in this 
country, and to them only. A Dervife, a.£riartand a 
Branain, [H'ofefs extravant opinions \ but an Engljfh writer 
would' not call therii Kighftifrf, not would he be mderftdod 
if h6 did. Her6 I cantioc help qc^-'ting the rciharksalreai)]^ 
inaAs by a Judfdoas frieiid on' thif ful^edt. . ' 

' Afliohg the tnatiy fdibteidf the humm race» wc may juft« 

< ly i^koil ^ to be 4m%, ttikt whetv tbey have oncifc got sui/ 

< tUng I'tfilly ufeful^ thef a^pty it in all caTes^ proper or im.' 

* pT^^pdi'^ tU! at laft they make it quite ridiculous. Nothing 
' can poiibly be more ufefuf than rf jaft md t/Gtwrne definition) 
' becaufe by fhis only we are Able to diftihguifh one thing 
^ftdia ilndther. It is oWidti^> JToweve^, that iti defmitioht 
^ We- oogHi always to define a thirtg lefs bn^Wn 6^ 6ne \^hkli 
^ 'ntxititt ib^ and diofe things whic^h are ktioWt^ id every bb- 

< dy, neither can be defined, nor ODghrwa to tttteufpt a dtfi- 
^ Ditioo' of them at alt $ becaufe we muft either explain theiii 
' by themfelveS; or by fometbing lefs knomi chat) themfeives^ 

* both of which give our definitions the moll^ ridiculous air i* 

< maginabicL 

'' Acertaii^ right reverend ;gentlenian^ not niatiy miles froui 

* Edfnlibitrgh^ and whom^ Out of my great regard for the cloch/ 

< I put in the fifft place, gave the fdHowirig. definition 6P t 
^ tUdf. ^* A thiefj fiys be, my friends, is' a man of a tBievtJB 

* dijpojii^n^* Now tfabogb this definition isvfohiewh»t Im-^ 

< pBi-fe<ai fof ar Aief dlfi eiadrts that thtM/k d^p^fithn- which' 

* Juries in his'bn^^ 1 imetid't^ take itr for tny inod*l, on ac- 
' couAtof its gii^bt'dOntatittty to many df tl)e ddinkions given 

5 bjr tfie moft celebrated authors.-^I remember to have feen i 

» M9 j 
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^ in a monthly review a definition of Nature, which be|;an in 

* the following manner. ^* Nature is that innate celeftial 
' fire.*'— -The reft hath in truth efcaped my memory^ though 
' I remember the Reviewers indecently compared it to the 

* following lines, which they fay. were a .defcription of a dog- 
ffift. 

' And hit eTacnttioni 

* Wert made a ftrte foft. 

< 4ftartifofi! thefe «ord« fo liard 
/ In Latin thengh I fpeak 'em, 
' l^heir meaning in plain Engliik tS| 

* He made pure AUfumGfMmm. 

r 

f This definition rather goes a ftep beyond that of the der« 
gyman, as it explains the words a parte poft by Album Gfdt^ 
cuntf which are more obfcure than the former, aiui oeidier 
of whicb, out of . my great regard to decency, I clWe to 
tranflate.«^Whether Dr Johnfon cooiportd tia di^imaryy 
-after hearbgtbeabovemftidodedcltrgyman's rermoo^or not, 
^ I cannot tell, but be feems very much to have qdten-hiin for 
his model, even though the£)id:d^xyman was a Prefbyte- 
rian, and Drjohnfon has an averfion at Preiby terjans* Thus, 
when he tells us, thut Jlmrt isri9«i kng^ afid thsiX.hr^ is ^oi 
fitti he certainly 9ugbt as weU have to)d us that a thief is a 
man of a thiieyi/h difpofitioii. I am furpris^ed indeed hov 
the intelleds of a human creature could be obfipured by pc-^ 
dantiy, and the love of words, te<fi]^h a degree aa toipfert 
ibis diffinftion in a book pretended to be written fdr the 
inftru&ion'and benefit of fociety; Much more am I furpri- 
fed how the authors of all didionaries of the Knglifh Ian- 
guage have followed the lame ridiculous plan, as if tbey had 
podtively intended to make their books as little valuable iaa 
pofllble. Nay, I am a]mo(| tempted to think, that the reaU4 
ers have a natural inclmation to peru& nonlenfe, and cant 
fiot be fatisfied without a confiderable quantity of that in-* 
gredient in every book which falls into their hand^ Lwg 
^n^/hart ar^ terms merely relktlvc^ txA wUch every body 
^<)W4 ; to pxpiain theq Uicriefort iff w^ anot)ier«is to ej^r 

< plaiw 
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^ plain theiii by themfdves. But befides this ridtculotis way bt 
^ explaining a thing by itfelf; pedants^ of vthcim we may juftly 
^ reckon Dr Johqfon the Prince^ have fallen upon amoft in* 
' genious method of explaining the Englifh by .the Latin, or 

* fome other language ftill further beyond the reach of vulgar 
' kcn» Thus^ when Dr Johnfon defines ^^^ he tells us it b 
**the igneous tlement. To xuMter (the Verb) he tdh us, is to 

* irrigate, by which no doubt we are greatly edified. To sb 

* is to pra6fift, and to pnidife is to do, &c. 

^ But the moft curious kind of definitions are thefe oenig* 

* matical ones of our author, by which he indu(lrioufly prc- 

* vents the reader from knowing the meaning of the words he 
' explains. Thus, the haiir he tells us is one of the common 
' teguments of the body % but this will not diftinguilh ic from' 
*the ftin, :lnd fheW^ thfi extreme poverty of judgment under 
' which the DoAor laboured, when he could not point out the 
' diftinguifhing mark between the hair and fkin. A dog is *<a 
< domeftic animal remarkably various in his fpectes," .but tfiia 

* does not diftingnifli him, except to natural hiftoriansfrom a 
^ cow, a fhecp, or a hog ; for of thefe there are aMb diflOrreht^ 

* breeds or fpecies. A cat is " a domeftic animal that^atcb^s 

* mice;*' but this may beYaid of an owl, or a dog ; for a dbg 
*",Will catch i^iice if he fees them,, though he does not watth for 
' them as a cat does. Nay, If we happen to overlook the word 
' animal, or not to underftand it, we may mifiake the cat for 
' a moufe-trap. The earth, aceox^ding to our learned authoV, 
'is ** the element diftinft from fire,' air or water ;*' but this 

* may be light or cleftricity as well as ealrth. — Air is " the 
' element encompailing the terraqueous globe ;*' but au un« 
'learned reader' would be very apt to miftake this for the q- 
' ^an, &c. 

^' When the Do&or comes to his learned definitions, he out- 
' does, if pofSble, his cenigmatical ones. Network is '' any 

* thing reticulate(l or decuj/ated zt equal diflances/' A noie 

* is " the*prominence on the face which is the organ of fccnt, 

* and .the cmunacMy of the brain -''—The heart is "the raulcle 
' which by its contraction and dilatation propells the blood 
' through the conrfe of circu lation> and is therefore confider- 

<cd 
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< f d as th^jpufs^ pf'viral |nffriw/^-^J5*ow,let apy perfi^n con* 
f fidcr fpr \ybo^ Xwh ftr^ngfi. dfBfinUi<>ns can poffi^y ^ i^- 

* <P«?d^- Ta jiye iijftruf^ion tp t<ie jgnor^Rf tfiey icefrcf i^I;^- 
f ^rc i\p.t 4^gt]|«yi I nekliep oati tfcey give fa|tUf|sk^n lo tbe 

* learr>c^ b^cMf thfy ^p not jjccurate, Th? noffj, % Jfi-* 

* ftanice, he fayf is tfce eiij^|fj<5torypf this braia ; bu<: jfX^ry ani|-. 
' toipifl knaws J:hat it perfprnrx »9 fqch «(Ecc, ^^cr h^tlr 
'. tl^e nofi^ ^y pcMpmuqic^tipa with tfi^.braiij, U^ by roe^s. 
^ of Its nerves.^ — Vet this di^ionary is reckon^ the beft Ppg- - 

* iifli Qn« ej^taat. What tj^p miift the reft l^e ; ^v vvh^t fiiall 
' we thii^jk of thofe who mift^kc a book fiuflfecl )vith fuf h ftu- > 
/ piJ afije^blages of worc|s, ipr a kfirne^ comp.ofitioi^ ?'-»Defi- . 
'.nition$ uadQL;btejdIy are nec^cifaryy biu not fucii as give us. 

* no ii^ifqrination, or le^d .u* aftray. Neither c^a any thing 

* iheip; tl^ fagacity or ftrex^gth of judgment v^bifib a man po(- 

* fcffes piprq clfj^ly than ^lis* being able .to djf fine exactly whjjt, 
' he fp6aK^ about ; while infy blundering defcriptioaq as thefe; 
^il^v^. quoted (liew nocbu^g but the Dofto^-'s infignificancc <^/, 
, MfiR.- \l- Human Mng. 2. Not a' woman. ^. Not^ 
'.!» feoj!!! 4r A^o^/« ijf^.'— Woman. * The female of the hu.^ 
' I9fl^^af:e•^-^Bo3r. * »• A ?nj^lc child ; not a ^irl. 2. Oqc; 
*- ip t^^e. ftate of. a^qle/ce^ce.^^rrrG'vth * A young woman or, 
\^^^\ (Female child he fljowld have faid.) Damfcl. /A, 

* ypupg gejuj^wpnj^m ; ^ wench; a country lafs/ Lafs. ^ A. 
' girj f , a fijiajd ; A young waoi^i?.*—- Wencl^. < i. A young 

* womfinf 2» A young wom;jn in contempt. 3. A ftrumpet.* 
Struo^Pft. ' A whore, a p^pftitutc.' — Whore. ' x. A wo-^ 
' man. who eonverfcs unlawfully with men ; a fomicatrefs; an 
' j^du^refs i <* ftrumpct- %• a prouitute; a woman who re- 
' ceives men for money .'-r-To whore, v. n. (from the nourij 

* To converfe unlawfully with the other fcx/ — To whore, v 
a. * To corrupt with regard to chafl:ify.*-7-,W boredom,^ 
(from vvhore) * Fornication.' . 

(Here follow feveral other definitions oh the feme pure 
fubjcdt, which every body uriderftands as well as Dr Jqhtifort.J 
Fiflimon&er. * A dealer in fifli.'— rYeung. ' Being In the 

f ' .... 

• * Weekly »<irror, Nd. la.,. \ , . .._^, ., .,,(. .,,..|. 
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* pcrfon/ 

. (I paft by /^« cirticr articles^ about jottihful coiqipoiiii^ed 
^ yotflfi md finU, &c, &c. becaufc jouiig people ut m no 
danger of tUnking themfelires old.) 

^ ,yu<*,/.Y^V#/r^,PutchO 'ItchZ-^QId, 'Paft then^id- 
', flte parf of life jf nf^t young: qot new ; ancient j pot oioderot 
^ Ojf old« Long ago; froiQ ancient times. '^-"-Jiuou i^terjy 
^ ^ found iniplying doubt ai^d delibcratioo— JM^fy^^^r^.^ 
Fiddli;. -^ A ibriQged inftri^ment of 'muGcf a violm.^— T^ 
%l^i v^ If. (froiii the noun} * to play upon the fiddle,'— Fid* 
dieiaddle, /(a cant word) ' Trifles/— Fiddlefaddle^ 0. < Trii* 
fliag i giving trouble/ 

(— — Ifis ourn exsmpjle (Irengthent all Mi lav«| 
Sam it kimfeirthe fnie faUine lie ^knmt.)^ 

IWl6r» / (irQio./$ii&tff .) < A muGdaa, oqe thai play* ap«| 
? fiddle.' 

Her^ fQlIdw fiddlefliicki cQaqiQupded of fiddle and itickj, and 
warranted an Englifh word by Hudibras ; And 

Fiddle-ftring, / (Fiddlct smd (Wng) ' Ae ftriuj of ^ fiddle.' 
* /fwJi^ibi^f /— §}ieep'5 ejff, ^ A mtdefi 0nd d^^nt ioioi, 
^Juch ^ hw^, cafi i^ their mftr^^ffejt,* — Lover. * Lewdnefs.f 
And tbirtem other §;xi^\9Sis^t^^li0vcmtmgen ' One wJiq 
' deaU in. affairi df lovc,'-r-Lover. * One who \k in loye/-^ 
LQveletter* . ' letter of courtflup,' — ^Lovcfe^ret, ' Secrej 

* between lQtcrs.» • , . 

(Befides qeair twenty other ^rticlesi qoKicenijing.thi^ futy^e^ 
of equ4l obfqurity and iuiportance«) , ■ 

Sweetheart* < A loreror BpUbrefsu*— MJftrefs* ' A wo^ 
*wn beloved and courted j a whore, a concubiQe/i-*Wife« 

* A woman that has a huihand.'^— A Runner* . ' One wh<i 

* runs.'*— Hqft>and.. * The correlative to wife,'— §hrew.. *4 
^ peevsjbj maHgnmt, clamorous^ ^tefUll, vex/i^hut, turb»^ 
*' fc«/ wofwow.'— 3co5d, * A damonm^ rmde, mfio^, hin^ fornix, 
'.mquthed womiw/— JJ^npeck^, 4* (htn apd^rcA^j/ * Qo^ 
' ^^nj^d bythf^ v^ife.' — Her. pran^ f fielcqigpg tp. in femaka 
f of a ^f ; of a woman.' — Strap. J A narrow long^ flijiot 

^ ^ * cloth 
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*'cloth*or /<f^rA^r.»— TsVliip- ' An inftrufnint'df torr^^n 
' ^0tf|f A and fHani** .7 

(j^i/tfr^r. Whether is a can6, a ftrap, a bulPs pkzlc, k 'cjat- 
o-nlrie-talls, or whaletone, Here meant, as thi^dcfinitfon krtJ 
fwers them all?) ' ' ' < '' ' '-■ '"* 

Cuckingftool, /. ' An ctigmc hivehted'fov' AV ptinilhn^nt 
'of fcolds and unquiet women '^—Cuckoldohf.'^ ' The (hice o^ 
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a cuckoidJ 



' (Cuckold, / Cadcold, v. d. Cuckold/, a. arf^ cUckoldnilA-' 
keri /I .(compounded of cuckold^ and maker J ^t hfavecm, as 
the reader is already perhaps hiitiated in the ttiyAtries otlltott 

fiAjea.)' • / ' ) •' -• 

Arfe,/ 'The buttocks/— To hang an arfe. * Tobc tardjr; 
< fluggiih.'— Buttock* . ' The ruoipi the part oear the tail/ 
Rump. * I. The <ndof the. bsickboncu . a* Th« bat;o(cks/ 
Thimble., * A metal cover by which women (yea aud taylors 
^ too fioftor) feture tHelr finger's from the iiecdI«/-*Nccdle. 

* A fmall inftrument pointed at one end to pierce cloth, and 

* perforated at the othet* to receive the thread/^ — Gunpowder. 
^ Th^ powder put lnt9 guns 1o ie firedy 

' And who is the wifer by tfeis definition ? 
Maidenhead, ^aidcnhode.' Maidenhoodi • * Virginity/ 

* virgin purity ,'freedom from contaminationZ-^Oh. interje^/ 

* An exclamation denoting pain, forrow, or furprife/ — Hop^. 
^That njJhlcb ghes Hope: The 6bjea of Hope.' — fear.* 
^ I. Dread; horror; apprehenfion of danger. 2. Awe^ 

* dejedion of mind. 3. Anxiety, folidtude,' &c.— Impa«.* 
ence. ' Heat of pafiion ; inability to fuffer delay, eagernefs.' 
—Virgin. ' A v>oman not a wo/Atfr.'— -Virginity. ^ Maiden*^ 

* h6a^; udacquaintance with man.*—- Fiirt. * Wind from be- 
'hind- 5«ir*/%/— To fart. ' To break wind behind. S-miJt^ 
Marriage. * The aft of uniting'a ma« and woman for Hfe.*^ 
Repentance. *" ' Sorrbw for any thing paft.^— Kifs. * Salufe 
'given by 'joining lips.^— Kllfer. ' One that kiffes.'— To 
pifs/tr; «. ' To make water. VEjirange.^-^f'ih, /. (froirf 
the Serb) 'Urine; ammal water, fiope.^ — PJfeburnt, «; 

* iStaincdwitk urine. '-^Pedant. • * A man vam ^i hvi> know. 
Mdge.». " ' * • . ' i .. * 



' / 



I \ 



\ 



( 30 

Qf ibcfe extrad$^ I fijppofe opioion h unifoiin* Ev^ 
fnan who reads thtm, reads them y/iih contempt* To tell us, 
that ^man h not a icafi, feems to be an infult, rather than a' 
definition. . To jfay^ 'that j^oung is not old, and, that old is riot 
y^wt£^ of old, &;c» is tofay nothing at all. There is a medi-, 
um ; there is a ftate between thefe periods of life. And liia) 
definitions convey po meaning ; for a man may be not old ihof] 
he h mtyoung. Many articles, fuch as whpring— whorema-; 
ftcr — whoremonger — whoriihly, &c. arc as indecent, as the/ 
are. inpertinent,and feem only defigned to divert fchodl boys/' 
Hum— Yuck— Fiddle —Fiddler— Fiddlefaddle — FiddTcftick:^ 
— Piddrcftring— Thimble-— Needle — Gunpowder.— Hope— 0,' 
^xd O— and Oh^ and twenty-eight or thirty explanations ol^ 
the particle ^n, are left without remark to the reader's pene*' 
tration. Some are well enough acquainted with a maiJenhcad^l 
and fuch as are not, will be no wifcr by reacfing i)r Johnfon:* 
For be, fays. That it is virginity , and that again is explained 
(like riQore than half the words in his book) by the word it ex-. 
plains. Nor can amaidcnhedd ^ enfure freedom from poIluti§n.^l 
for a girl may be polluted, without lofing her maidenhead^ 
and on the other hand^ the Dodor dare not fay that marriage 
is in smj fenfe of the word follution. Love, he calls lewdne/f^" 
and be inay as well fay^ that light is darkne/s. His admirers^ 
wiilanfwe^, that he alfo gives the, right meaning; butlet| 
them telJ, why he gave any befldes the right meaning, and vrfay; 
be collected fuch a load of blunders into his book. Or fince 
he did plleft them, why he did not mark them down as wrong. 
For in .the preface to hb oftavo, be tells us, that i^ is written* 
for ^ explaining terms of fcience.' But to felefl twenty bar-' 
barous mifapplications of a word, is not explaining the word,' 
but only c^nfujion worfe confounded. Indeed this whole pre- 
face is a piiece of the nioft profound nonfenfe, that ever infult-J 
ed the common fenff . of the world. A virgin, is a woman not 
4 moihfr* But many wives, and many concubines too,' hs^c 
never propagated the fpecies, though they had {as Othello 
fays} a thoufand times committed the ad of ihame. From this 
literary chaos) a foreigner ^would perhaps imagine that <hy 
Were v/r^/wir; « . * 

• ' •;•• * ' • • ;.. ' ' /• . ...» , ; .. . . ytJr'^f 
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Part of his bdol; hiis value ; but take it aU in Ji, and per^ 
, haps n is tke ftrangeft farrago thit tvtt pedsoitty pllt togtfii- 
fiber, it will b^ faid thac thefd are ptrclai fpediMnit, bcrt we 
(hall trace hini through manyramficafhnt&tltsitning, and fi/id 
his ignorance esoreme. A fenHble readef wilt tty bis 6wto Mr 
Htm, in jud^ng of the Dodor's great performance. Kdr Will 
he throw down this pamphlet, becaufe hf fbme unaccbuntsibte' 
infatuation, the didionary has for fix and tweiitjr years been 
admired by thoufands and ten thoufands who have ne<^ 
Vtr /een it. Let us exert that courage of thought, and tUkt 
contempt of quackery, which to feel^ and to (Gfplay, is tht 
firivilege and the pride of a Briton. In a country where no 
man fears his Icing, can any man fear the found of a cetebratecf 
A9me, or crouch behind the bannc!^ of DuUnefs, becaufe it if 
biora by 8amU£L Johnson, A. M.& LL, 1>.? 
J ^ The higheft pleafure whicti nature has' indulged to fenfi* 
« tire perception is that of r^ after fadgue ♦/ And/^/Bfee 
i« defined * hating fenfe or perceptions hut Mt reapm.^ It 
X uoderftand the meaning of this paflage, it is, diat lio plea- 
fjpirecomipunicated through any of the orptn^ of fenfe 19 iqpkt 
to tliat of r(^. This ailercion leads to the moft abftii*d cdn- 
Icquenoes. In man. to feparate fenfitive horn rational per<f^- 
tioo appears to be fimply impoffible. Even reft b not in Rii^t 
Un^uag^. any pleafure. It is merely a micig^tioh of ^s(in» 
'tilt- reader will decide whether I do thclibdtor juftiee, w6ite 
Ifay,.that he muft' have been petrified wh^n* he compofiidfhis 
;Diaxim. Thirft and hunj^er had been Ion)g; forgot. Handel' 
and Titian had no power to charm. We team that a lover can 
receive,, and his miftrefs can bef{ow nothing that is equal to 
the rapcuroiis enjoyment of an eafy chair. The thought is new;, 
no himan being ever did, or ever wiU conceive it, except the 
immortal Dr Samuel Jobnfon. * . 

^ In ills life f , the Doftor fays, ' That Cowley having ,\vhen 
*^v^J7 young read Spenfcr, became irrecoverahly a poet |/ 

' '*,.. '.' Andl' 

' '* ■ . \ % ^ 

^ B.C»bler, Ko. I50« f Yat.I.F. 3. xatKre4itioi<< -r 

I His iropreflioQS hid been Terj flight, for Cowley hM%- notbitUC oC 
ibfs WfLtloAy^ or magnificence of the Faliy Qpeea* Of its gi^t'iiatlior 
wVlu«# Uttk bat that haorai praifed, aad negle^td, iiuifortaaate. 
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And-he^ds aj:eR)9rk thaciboYs Jus depth i./JSack\are tb* 
^ accideot;s which, fpTpetiHie5.^1Uppfibercd| aad fomctipi^s per* 
\hAp^fwff%txexi,,?Koi^xz,^iit particular.; ^c^o^tion <of 
^mnid^uid f r9pe;^fiiy. for foin^ c^rtiin.fcif nee or cmpltjyrocnjtjr 
<' whic^rJfCQQPunt^ly. called gei^ius., [f hetirttcjjjpniui is j^ mifj4 
'of Jarg^ gpQ^^l V^^^Xh ^aQCtd^etUally -dctciroin^d to fonie 
•: particMl^f'l^rc^W* , The gr^^t p^iijitc^ of tKe pr^cnt age 
*• had fl}c»^rft f^^Jneft for his art.fxcited, b)? a peruftl rf 
'. Rkbaidfqp's ti^awfe.' TtU dra>ylia£^efittiti^^ contradi<5s- 
^^piinonrfeiye. «.rDocs the Poftor mean that Coyl^y woald 

f \^vt tuecomc a painter by perufin^ RichaVdfon ? grjihat Biey. 

|, 9oId6 wx)uld h?ve.becQj»c afioet by perhfinjg Spenfef I Tlii* 
k.thr ckar. inference 'fxon> his wprds, and its abfurdity i^ '^oo 

[ ? cvidesit for dptpaion, and too grjofs for aggravation *.* A^ 
thisTacq. <7^ricJ^ j»ight have cclipfcd Ncsyton, and flume de-. 
Seated Fxf^i^rJck. Plalto pofleflfcd ' a mind of large general 

* powers.* He read Hbmcn He wrote verfes, and he foundf 
f tba? he f cM«l not be a poet. The Doftor. hirofelf has ' lar|;e 

* te^ncral powers ;' but he^ could never have been made a de. 
> cent dawaiig inaftcr. Marcel might have broke his heart, he- 
f fere his jmpij had acquired ^hree fteps of a minuet. In his 
f i'l^maxy ,tbe Doftor^ without a word of accidental djBtermi- 

, ' . ^ E c nation 

i «sa |kM>r$ iT^el, frotni hU cpita^lf^ tYULX h« di<a y«»iig. HU fnbjea ik 

Mt ba|»^^ kis w«rds arc ^icn'^bi^let^, aii4 hU (UoM c^n h%r4\^ 
|ka& i]«i0iig. ^ut we may prefuiae thjit Jic? wanted Idifure to ftnilf 
the gr«at.ina||?l|i/>f japtiqa'ity ; That he wanted that eafe of heart fo 
aecdfulxo. th* faccc^i of a poet .- And that his defers are entirely ow« 
iajjto the bad talle ofhis agev, isnd the 'hardOiips of his life. Had he 
iWcdloftger^' and -enjoyed k cothpetence, v«pciifer iw^uld perhaps bate 
ktenirery litt]!e inferior to any human jeni^s.; 

* Dr Je^nCen onXymWline. The fame feotime.nt iji^ (ii^rted ^n Hi» 
tCQBim ©f Pope. * To the particular fpccics of exccllen^P men are di- 
- * reded, oat by ah afpendant planet,' or predominant fcumour, but by 
*t1icifi[rft book Which thfeyread,- fome karly convtrltkltonwhUh ihry 
*heird;orfirmfe^a«W^nt vhich !exdl^e#,«r^our and c}nnlAtiQn/--'9*hp 
^Do£Urrliin tbla paflage ccnfuring Pope's ignorance of human na- 
ttti«— while hit own marvclloos and extreme ftupidity makes hi»n 
^»ir4»rtJ|y.of,.cenfure^ The reader Will not rcalifeMoniefquieu** i'«' 
»irjc, That i»hn -weaftcmp topdve ilhg^ fy'<v\itnt v'eare'furi^rt^verUi^" - 
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nation, -defines gcnliis to be, * dffpofition of mi/w^ by wWc«* 
' any one is qualified for (bihc peculiar employment.' Antf' 
here I cannot hel^ adcHng, that the ^ great painter* hifi^by* 
ftepping out of H$ own line, difcovered the narrownefs of 
even a great roan's knowledge! The prefidcnt JBirms^/ 
That fcdrce a poet from Womef Att^w to DtjiiH eVef^ felt hW 
Jtre diminifhed merely by his advance in yearn -'Thire is no** 
thing more abfurd, fays Ciccfo, than what Mre jiear'aflcrted* 
by fomc of the phllofbphers. Even in painting,, the fpectita^ 
tops own profeflion, this rule does not hold. 'CelMnl 'tell* 
us, that Mkhad Angel o's genius decayed with years ; and he 
fpeaks of it as common to ^11 artifts. This notion was pcrhap« 
grafted on an opinion of the'Doftpr's about the durability of 
Waller's genius 'f*. But W'alicr was a feeble poet, whollev 
ver had a genius, fo that we need not wonder he never lolt it.- 
All his verfes are hardly worth one of Johnf6n'^ imitarioiTS of 
Tuvenal. 

**- Phyficians and lawyers are, no friends to relJgi'on> ano m*< 
* riy conjectures have been formed to difcoycr the reafontyf 
' fuch a comhinatton between men who agree in nothing dfei 

_, ^ and who feem to be lefs aifFeaed in their own provinces by 
^ religious'opinions than' any other part of the'community-J.* 
He then proceeds in the tone of an author, who has made a 
difcbvery to inform os of the caufe. * They have.alljeen k 
' parfon, fcen him in a habit different from their ^wn, aud 
< therefore declared loar agaFnft him.' But *i// can be not 
motive for peculiar antipathy to parfbns, aHoVing fuch anti* 
pathy to exifl ; fpr in habit all other clafles differ no.l'efs froni 
the clergy, than, the lawyer and phyfician. . B^t the rcnprk 
itfelf is frivolous and falfe. Bcerhaave and Hate weireymeik 
of eminent piety- Phyficians arid lawyers "hai^e as uAicb' re, 
gard for religion as any other people general l)rhaviBr ^'heir; 

' agreeing in netting elfe is another of the blund'^/s.'crouded inV 
to this paffage. Bui I have too much refp€4lfor the. re^tkr'a 

utiderftandii^ 






•^ Annual Reglilw 1779, Part H. p*. t48. 1 'hatc>mcilea li5« 
Wdrds, but have given tlieir full meaniug. 
t ^'^^^ of Waller, * Rambler, Nd.^. 
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tihd^Hfaildmg to infift any farther on this point. The conjee* 

turcs, the c^mbinatioft, and the declaration ofviotf exift no 

where but in the Dpdor^s pertcranium. He was at a lofs what 

to Ciy^ahd the pofitioh is only to be n^ganied as a turbid ebuU 

IHion cf dn^h$i$hg$cal inai^y . But while we thus m^et with 

fomething that is ridiculdus in every page^ we arfe not to for* 

get even for a moinent^ what we have (^ten heard^ aud wha( 

is moft onqbeftionably true, viz. That Dr Jobnfon is the fa* 

ther of &iti(h literature, the capital author of his age^ and 

the greAteft man in £urope • ! I I ^ 

< We are by our occupations, education, and habits of life, 
' divi<ied ahnoft into different fpedes, m^o regard one stno« . 
' ther for the moft part with foorn and malignity f/ The 
Doctor is himfelf a proof, that a man may look opon almoft 
all of his 9wn profeflion with fcorn and malignity t So that 
between hid precept and his praftice, the world feems bad 
enougit* But i'liope every heart revolts at this grdfs infult 
on the charaOers of mankind. He brings as an infllsioce the 
averfioo that fubfifts between foldiers and failors. There no 
doubt have been j^aloufies and bloodOied between tbefe two 
cJafies of men, but the fame accidents fall out, far more frc* 
' quently between foldiers themfelves* The /corn aud maRg* 
nity of admirals feldom aiFcft any line of fervicb but their own* 
riis captain of foot | who faw^no danger in a fea-fight was a 
feol, and juft fuch a fpecimen of £uglilh officers, as the Doc- 
tor himfelf is of £nglifti travellers. Our repulfe at Carthage- 
na was not owing to an antipathy between the common men. 
Our late vi^ory at Savannah proves with what ardour they- 
can unite\ ' The DoAor has infulted almoft every order of 
focifety. , ^ 

Coblcrs fvith coblcrt fmoke aw^y the oight, 
^Tcn pUyert in the (common caufe, unSt«^. 
AuTiiOM alone trith more than mortal rage, ^ 

Eternal war with broUier anthprt wage 5* 

• 

< To raife eft^cm we mitft benefit otber#,Vis an.aiTertion 
.' . adyad;:^d 

• Yi4e^tb«fif«0fOirri(kbyMrPatSef.. . 

t Ambkr, H9. i6«. { Ibid, % GJ^urthUV i Apolo^. 
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advanced m thff ftmc page* But the Doctor, if he jctiow^.afiy 
thing, mull koow that rfieem is often felt for an imemy. We« 
value for his coorage' or ingenuity the raaa whl> never iii;ard 
our name, or who would not give a guinea to fi^e^ us firora > 
perdition* We can efteem the htffo vtbohutcliier^nat^ons^ 
and the pedant who perplexes truth. MarllMarQiigk's avarice 
led him to continiie the cont&nentnl war, till he biid.tbe^gfc^ . 
foundation of our public debt. He was detfifltfd.aa nucb as 
any general now in England, and yet ' he was fQ.giMI 9k maa 

* (faid one of his enemies) thit^I have forgot hit faults/ 
While they fiiffer £(ir his l]^Qe£i^ poftcvity pay.tliif due tri'>- 
bute of .efteem to the Oidce's gefuos ai^d intrepidUy* 

In evfery point of view this^ maxini i» * the, baffle frfakrkk. 
*.tfa vtfi$n,^ And ivhat had iofar ohtmbrat^d thj^iVi^iiiblerX 
powers of f^iiocfndthn^ it is nod eafy .to %^^ . W^ . f<W^ 
thnes fisel it impoffible to efteem «ven our bcaefad^. f I k99^ 

* received obligations (faid Cfaatterton); withQbt.'b^ing obU«j 
ged«' And of confeqocnce^ hisbenefaAors had kitMf^A bis. 
efteem. The father of Britifb literature has in: frirly odhec: 
places contradi^d bis own words* He has proved tbaXtrftcem, 
is involuntary, and that bcnefiti do nor always buy it« : ^ 

Corking pin. * A pin of the largeft {aze/-*«-Gorky« ^ Con*- 
' flfttng of cork.'— Bum. ' The part upon which we fit*' 

Do you mean a chair Dodlor? 

BumbaiUiiF, f. (from ium mi baill^ ' a bpf of the 
^ meaneft kind/ — Butter. ' An unSuows fubftance.ip^c,' &c., 
, (Here follow to butter, v. a. Butter^milk— *Butter«print 
----Batterwoman^— Buttery, a. Buuery, /.) 

Butterfly* ^ A beautiful lnfc£t*'---Buttercooth» ^ The gri^t 

* broad fore- tooth.' — OfF. prep. * Not w^* — Puftagev'Ado- 
^ ney paid for conveyance of a letter.' 

(Poftboy, Poftier, Pofteriors, Pof^hafte, Pofthorfe, Poft. 
houfe, Poftilioi), Poftmafter, Poftoffice, Pofilcript; with all 
(heir loads of roots, and autfacvities, we pafi by hr^dtatis 
cau/a.) 

Potato, /. ' An efcuhnt root.'^^Turntpi •• A^itt cjtu. 
^ient root.' — Parflcy. 'A Plant.'— Parfnep. * A plant.'-* 
Carrot. < A garden rootv^^^oHlflower. ^. CmJifl^mer*^'^ 
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p3wUft(^^«€iv .. I A; fpccici of. f/«*ii^g/f*'— Cabbiagp.- . * A- 

^^aiy/Poapp;wl|3^t is t;he difFereuce betwcca^P^rflcy, Pajrf- 
nog,/ CUJti^owcc, Cauliflower aod Cabbag?^ for yya gpvc 
fi^jsuit aa tbe 4e4ni5ion of t he whole i) 

Pit. / A hdc in the ground/— Pin. ' A fliort wire, wirfi 
*-%,iha^Fp4?oi»V«^^^rft^"^ k'^p ^^^ by woracn^ to fjaften 

* tjUir..<^pjiieW-r)?Ute. ' A fmall fliaU^w veffel of metal (or, 
i of ftone or wopd t>Qfl»r) oa which. meat is eatpn.*— Ray.. 

* /V«/ laor*.'— Player, ' Ouc whp. pjays.*— Pole. *. A long 
^^af^'^-^-rP^er. ^The iron bar w^tb vybich w?e« Air the fiise.' 
iPork. ' Swinis^i flcfli ir«/tf//<?i^.' . \ . . . 

' \(ilere you max M Porker, .P or hatjsr,f Porkrt, Porkting, 

with aH their derivations, xicfinitions, and authorities.) . ^ 

Fcviidgf. f Food «iadc by boilir^ meat in water.*— P6r- 

rviq^-^t, (porridge and )>o/) Bacon. ' the pot in w^cU mea^ 

« is bmlcd for a family.*— PprringCF, (fmm p^rri^f «) , ': Jf .Vrf"- 

« fcl in wjiich broth is. eaten ^'—Periwig./ Mcititious hair.* 

y^cp^/'Aflyloofc-*' yid- ?lfo peep-hole and peepin^thQ|t- 

^^Bart. ' AMJ^e ^Aiiig /c// than th^ vfbple/r And /Wr/<r«i other 

r^m^fcufioif/.— Pulfe. ' Ofcillation ; vibration.^—PufF, '^ A 

' quidrUaftr with the moytk' , . . . ^ ; , ; . 

Vjd, lA f^Mn? ^ge, . Pudding, /. from, the Swds^, (>yhich 
is a Wunder,-Vo^. U U from the French ioi///i«)^ Pudding Pie, 
fri^,Pud^^ieie,.;i^^^^ ttom Pudding ^d; 

fw^. Pwddljf,, f >P^ddIe, ^. ^. & Puddly, &c. . 

Porter. * dpc , who carries biardens for hire/ &c. 

(But* the l6oaor bas it "feems never feen a fdt of porter.) 

ShadaM^t * 0)>^<:i/y;, darkricfs.' 5 W^.'— Shade. »f The cloud 

* oi^ oytfcio^madeiy interception bf the light. Darknefs. ' Ob- 
^ fc^rity..C/m*r^£t?/— Shadinefs. *The ftate oihtmgjhady 5 

* iri«4r#^^flie/«<^J^.-:— Shady. 'Full of Jhade; Ml LXfLY,glpomj^.* 
' '(No lighf, but rather darknefs vifible.) 

' Scv^Icare. ^ ' Sev^n .times twenty.'— Shadovvy. ' liark, 
' o/tfi^.'— To yawn/ ^To gape, to o/d/^/^, to have tb^ 
< mouth opesh^ involuntary / . 

. (piis may be gagging, Sec. as ^y^U a? yawniog.) 
. yawn^/.*P/«Vtf//<)«,^ gape, Hiatus,'— Yea. 'Yes.' 

Yes. 



Yes/^ A term of afirmation, the affirmative partTcte dppofed 

• to »•.' ' " 

. Sec alfo in the fame placc^ Ycft, Year. (i% months.) Ye& 
terday,/. The day laft paft, the next day before to-day. Yef . 
lerday, ad. Ycftcmight, /. Yeftemightj^ ai. Yet. rdii. Yet* 
ad. Nine times explained. 

Vent. * A fmall aperture ; a hole ; a Jplrade.^^^^Wmi. 
^ A flowing wave of air ; flatulence ; windinefs.*— Winker ' 
' One who winks.* — To wink. * To (hut the eycj.* 

* (No^ Sir^ unlefs you open them diredly.) 

Window. ^ An aperture in a building by which ahr and light 
^, are introntitted.^ 

N. B. Almoft the whole of the fame page b daubed drer 
with fuch jargon. 

Selenographical. Selenographic. ^^ Belongihg to Sel^no* 
•graphy/ 
. And what is Selenography ? 

SalfamentariouSi * Belonging to fait.' 

(This word is one of bis own making I fancy^ for he gives 
DO authority, and I can meet with nobody that ever heard of 
ft in Englilh.) 

Said. * Afcircfaid.'— Sailer. Sailor. 'A feaman/— Saltcel- 
lar. 'Ve/el of /alt /ft on the tatle J^Maadm. * An axiom-'i— 
Scoundrel. 'A mean rafcal; alow petty villahi.' — Rafcah 

* A mean feUow ; a fcoundrel.^ — Villain. • ASvicked wretch.' 
Wretch. * A miferable mortal.' — No. ad. < The wor^ of rc- 
*fufal. i. The word of denial. '^No, a. * i. Not any; 

* none. a. No ctte; none; not any one*^ 

(Had this word none altered its meaning, before the Dodor 
got lo the end of the h'ne?) 
Nobody. {No and body) ' No onei not any one.' 
(SecalfoNod, v. a. Nod//. Nodder. Noddle. NodAr^ 

None, ' 1. Not one. 1. Nor any. 3. Not other.^-«--Noo]r. 
' A corner.' — ^North, ^. < Northern.* ' 
(1 leave out ten other articles on this fnbjeft:) . 
Nothing. < Negation of bemg j ijot any thlng/^ and fiifen* 

tacn 
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/€Wf edier de&^$ipti9.^<-»-Afore. {oMiff^e) • ' l^^rc owrcij. in 
-^ place to any Ithiag.^ 

' (See alfe^ifi (^mepAgt, Afore, arf. Aforegoing, Aforeh^nd, 
^%&reft)entiqned)t i A%enamed> AforeAiid, Aforetime*) . ' 

' ' There is a cert»n line beyond which if ridicule attempts 
< to go, it becomes xtTelf ndiculous, apd there 19 a/piiere qf 
^ criticifm in that particular region, m which if the qrmc play$ 
^-^l^^hatteiicixuitG^iMMftfm^/i^/ff 9bj|e^^,be muf| unayoidabi/ 
/ 4epartifrora bis pijopcr 4ignity^4p4 muftiiimfdfbe .an.pb* 
^jeAof therailjery Jbie.woaid convey *,•,; ] 

' Mufic* ' 1. Tbe^jEcijRpqB of Aormomr^i ^oupds. 2, JhftrpT 
^ nlenUl, or y^)cal'^^»n»ftwy;'----Harmony, * Juft proponion of 
' lownd.'r— Mdody. ' Mufic; karmonjf of Cpxinfi.,* — ^Tune, 
-f i%tHe is a divcriity of notes put together/ , Zo^*r, Milton, 
lJ?^#w,-^Tenour, '/. * A found in inuficZ-iTreble,/: * j^ 

* torp f6und,!-.^afs/ tf. 'Grave, doep,» — Flute. .* A muiu 
^ici\ pipe J a-pip^ with flops for the fingers.' — Fife. ^ A pipo 
<'|ibw« to the i/riiOT.^,— -Hautboy. 'A wind inftruxnent.* 

(The French hqri:* .iV.^anting, hut we can be no great la- 
icrs* I . •• 

Brum. * An Jn(lruwpt of mili^jprj rtufic.* 

(But thiv m?y be a.fifc.Qr j^.tmrnbcL '&c/'as 'w.cll '.as^ a 
Drum.) ; >,..:..* > .} , ♦. ,. 

(See a!fq Dnm^maj^r^ (from Prtfw. and Major), pruih*. 
maker, Drnmmer, and Drumftick, from Drum and Stick:^ 

'TrumjJet^ < Ai?^ inurnment of m?rtial mufic founded ty/jiie ' 

* breath.' « . 

* One • leqiUTfftr ,Utt^8^ /^iU m .^aufic tb fee that the Do^dr 
fcniDWs nothing of fhat fcicnce. He confounds pielody' Wrh 
bMrmtffty / the ope conCftingJbn a fiicceffion'of agree^ibli 
foonds, and the. other arifing from co^xiftin^ founds. \lh 
account of a tutfit- is curio!;i8, A;id we toay fay in his own 
flile, that bis diftionary is * a div«rfi|y,.9f •wori// put together.* 
His numerous omiffions on tl^is head will neither afUift, nor 
ftirprife us. For he who cannpt point out the difference be- 
tween a Trumpet and a DrumjCannot ^cferve a farther h^ar- 

f. Monthly RcvieVi on Dr Grabam's Pixidarlckit 
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ing. But it nruttinwtify'arid amazem id^rtflca'oA'dm pW- 
tial diftribution of famc.^ For this boo1c>€xkiifiti ih^Wfitrf 
pagc^ ptt4japs witKodt a 'fittgle eAc^tteil, ^' vai4»qr.0f wrpri 
and abf«rairi«. TlJcy; tt^ • dear to thd - VlaAeft igtiomDC^ 
.Wcy iarc level to iihte'lo^cft'tinAiifti^Acfti^, ^Mi jn our lim- 
guage is ekhtiafted in tficpraiie of -/J^jH- aathdr* i^ro^ jwi^ 

' Pocm^ ' The"woi*%f ii^oet 5 ^iimrt^Mtoamps^mk^^.^^ 
Tbtt. ' An hiiremorV^il^t3i&)rof 'fi<9kte^ « W'l^^ of po^itfis^ 

* one who writes in*fne:ifure.*-a;^^6et^ "< 'Arfht.;paex^ir^ 
Poetrjf. * Metric^ cetnfpofidbn ; the art ^''of fM^afticc of writ- 

* ing *p6enis. 2. Poems, poetkd pteoes^^-^Trttg^yik ? A 

* di-amatic reprefentation of a Jh-isus «flSon.*~€om^dy». ,frA 

< dramatic reprefentation of the Uglier funHs of- n^aiiaJtie^-^ 
Eclogue. ^ A paAoral pt>em fo c^Med htcaaak Virgil ^a^4 
^^his pfiltorals edogaes.'-^Tragic-coiiieHliy, ^ A dFaoHv.ci>Qi% 
<^ pounded of merry znAferious evcnti/*— Farce. ^ A dnwia* 
^ tic r,eprcfentation written tuMowi rvgJularity.^-r^IJlcgy^ 5jfi 
' A, mournful tongi^ a/ A^faseiril fcing;.' ^^. A fliart..pQ^i 
<*witKo«t pwnis or turni;*'— %[; -^'A VrfftW* Amx^ pociil.W 
Epigram. * A fbort poem terminating in a points^ — £p(<^» •'* 
'Narrative} cbmprifing^if-ritioohfs, not iftetf/tAit' r^hcaitid. 

' if is ufually fiippofcd ttt^fe'l&rolc.^—EpSftle^^ A letter i!^nd 

< a letter ^gaiQ is.an epiftle.' — ^Ode. ' A poem writteti tan tt 
^^& ^ ^"fic ; a tjrnc i^fcih^—lBaFhd ^- A <Sng^* . . ) 

^ .{JSqc aUb ballad-finge^,* kc.) ^ ' 7. 

S6ngV ' A poem to Bd m^adilafei by the VfMife ^ ^ baiiad ^'— 
iCfX^ f^foogfufizin/ucceffion.* '^,. l- 

,,,;Prjfolinfon has written far l>etter vctles, tfUfti pethnps iny 
map nbw ajive in England.' . He is faid to 1^ die firft mtii 
in iifit country^ and t'herefore weliav^ {hfe^highefireairm\tA 
cxped. elegant entertaiihment and *phiTtfro)|)bicil inftruidion) 
when the,poet and critic is' to Ipeaktn brs own characfcer. • »; 

But here, as in tjic reft bf Ifti/worlc, the natifvc vbourdF 
his niind feems entirely to Ifate nim; " We lobk aromidius bi 
y.afti for tKe well knowriliattd of t!he Ratriblcr, fcr the fcnfible 
and feeling hiftorian of Savage, the catrf^ and ^tegaiit imitator 
of Jfuvenal^ the mai} of learnings and tafte^ and genius. The^ 

' r '- : reMct'i 
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rci^eri^s f^e is repdkd from th« V^^^^>f:^^> |^7 thc^« 

' « hcpclcft ftcwlity* and, their ^ ho^i^ nakcdtt^^ .. n . ' 

. . Tbc grw»p? p?rt of t^ dejSnitiop^ in this vw^ork ipajr ^^^^l- 

Yklcfi inco;{|^€ clfb(res. The erroneous, oenigniatic^ly and^- 

P^rfluous. And. of the (uc;eeQ lift quoted, cvw pnc cpmcs.^ 

•^adwTomc,Wa}l<ffth^^^^ ' " ••'•-n->-- '''^. 

. AMf!?!^ /fawi to, tic' the work, of tf jpo^/>.'An<i ip wefc,* 
J[>iy4fen'5 pre^^ceiji -^g^,^, ^ ^^4 ^^^^^^f^ c(iifnpoJttl(m.\ No^ 
' ae:e bad ever a sTfater prbfu(ion of rh^ne^' than . ihe, preipnt. 

• In Oxford x^^re ar«. two t)ip^^^^ ck:;^ 

caGoaj4)y,.QV^,V€rfes. Vet i^ thi'sabwidincc 6f,mc}rUalcom' 
#o^fiw,v«efj^yc very fey . / 

A Boet »i-*i. * ji» inventory liiit fo was TuBal Citm- 2,: *-:^« 

' fclt'as.te;lHif «P^ »?««».f*/?.«>iP?^*^ ^!^'^ what a pQ^)n is, the 
^^l^sitiP^ W^^. ^ noth^ig* 4* 'l^J^c who writes in medjufc*^ 

tl^W^, Jl»y werf writiijj; t,^try, yi\itn they w*rc tjnly writ- 
pig^jsiffftfA * We Vp ftyi,pnly where we fet oiit: '^ , 
. tt«7Jik|i<^fifVt^^^ i(bpci^i^6as^ art J tfif fourth 
' JW.v/ery,|c]sHn^,,, The fix* and ftvemh arcftiUV'^rfc/ror 
%pp^yf is /?? <l»Aently very y^rioW and ^endjer^ks well as tra- 
gedy ; and that agafa reprtfents'the ^ghtir1dxAt% of ttiankind^ 

as well ^s ^j94?d/, By ^tf .^W^ ^i^*^ ^ ^^^^ /^*/^ faults^ 
yll^o^y qpmpdy is faiil WrepreGent. ' In o^f cdiftidc^ fcencs, 
a4^(«P74 fpd^mpii?ty,' appejir to. be the. chief pulli Of ' merri^ 
)wm*;iu)y,!»fi;^? Doftdr Wsof a farce is falld ; afad blegyt$ 
.not 4fvtnvi fliournful- WhaViart bi mtaXi %' a poem With; 



.ofteii^ nn .U.0CJ, a r able, «c- An, ii^pigraffl^^CfttiTifatcs fn ^ 
^wy,. Wonderful ! *6f tVe.reimlrfing'fix aefcnitibns, flii 

>^?^f!f^.Yi!W^^J°^''"^ if tlxey Be not every one oiF*th<Jai piti,- 
foI^ju\d^i^^tjMjj^9 p,oiEbljB for*tfi^^ or any Other n^ah, 
to convey lefs information^ *bn fo pTaih 9 fttfejc^, ' 

; '.^ft ^PFW^F^^-^^I* t^i^ other 'diaioniries.g|fi^e|a 



• .; 



> * Yiis TcfeiKi an4 Uie Cardeft Huibatid. 
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'"if v^ill^iefoand ihait At rttrfei ofeidi Word are'nftire r<^.' 

* aa/i[y eruji^nited, and rifone clearly ekplkineil* •;*' '*^ 

" uif nis c/^ijr and copious cxplaaations; accepts af ti^¥amp!e. 

"feeaft ''"An anirhal diftinguiflicd 7rpm birds, irfftft<i^iiifwf/ 
^ 'and man/ 'It is hlfo di£Bnguifh^diffbni r^j)/5r/tfii tb6tijgh tfiel 
Doftor^annpt tefl us A^w.-r-'A Reptile is Ibat foiiMlrflci'cn* 
lyjy- ' -^w ^Hfmdlthut creefs up%nmany 'fct\^--^Pi. Siiim jf * A 
^ flimy anlmarxliat creeps upon plants;^ Nfanyiiiiai^'l!* rreep 
onplants.befides.aSuaiI. ^i'^;ixi\i^'^k\\im x.b'ri^'^M a 
Snail is akepmeyi^'\(e\<^^^^^^ tf ej^nfletf <?6^- i^drf 

many feet,and a Snaflhas none.' Locke is (JuotecfwprwV^ thfat* 
aJ?ir^isa/5rw/,.aad we arc'edifieJ by htfariflg'^Sf'^ /%-«;/ i^ 

4 Wri, ox, a win^tf^ ahimaL But', this may be tfcei>ir;->kfce fly- 
ing fiih/ tfr tifie butterfly. He flioulcr liivt feirfifj^Wfrrt**- 
«iimal. \^e* are informed frorti Crccifliiinrf dhitij^e^^tba* 
a fi(h is an "dnlriiit tbk inhabits the iitittr.^ But' bdfia«»<«tophi. 
fcious Wi'malV from' t6c crodddite dbWntO thdi^alteJ-iilbilfe; 
Wc have'fecii £r«c^ A^^^iK^, c^ #ater t*artlrp»Bii%^ tfcttt 
f*ve truly aqua tjc. animals, yet la^b'' p^rfcftly diffcrertt ttdm^H 
fiflj, Infeas are ' fo called from k feparation "m: tht^idate of 
'their bodies, wfiercby' they arc ciit intd twi» partiilVhlcfl 
' axe joined tQgcthcr by a fmafl ilgature,^ is we fife in cwunon 

5 flies/ , .^ , .. ^, . •. . ,' -^ ' 
Siuerc.\llow many InfeSs anrwer ttk defcriptfoh f ^ - ; - 
Dr Jghnibn had Certainly no grcat'occafion to qtidtt^i^ladii 

am and Swift before he durft tell us/ that ^pf'h^p^t^l 
and Pfifieriors the /^iW^r paru. ; He forgot to'ltUUMlin^ thfc 
Dean when afirraing, that a T .. ■ ■d.l&CAyrfyya^/if bdttttffli 
Pope and Swift Vamong others} arc cited for t-^s'ind'F— t 

riis learning and his ignorance amaze us in ctitry page:^-*. 
Kx arc, ! ^ j; IPu^ntes ; eJJior^ccncUsj exanii£mafoUf^t\sptU 
'^' ons. a. The venereal difcafc.rA particular fpedc*' bf i; o«(^ 
The firft'part of this clear expbnation would 'puxjae eycrjr 
old woman h England, though moA of ttem''kA(iw' tno^e of 
fmall pox than the Rambler himfdf. " * ^ '' 

Day. » itThe Virae tctwcea the riling and^ Aft ftttmg of 

* the fun, called the artificial day. a. The time fron^ noou 

.-;. . . •♦•! -;* ;L. / ' te 

« Vide Prtfece to Ithnfaft'i t^aro Jpi^iwaryi 4tlx «iIiii«A* 
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* to noon, called the natural day/— Natural. ' What is or©- 

* duced by hatufe/. therefore as the day'froni'fimrife' to funfe^ 
^Vi * prorfuceii by nature/ /A^/, and that o!)fyyti4uft be the wirfw- 

^tf / day.— Artificial. ' Ma4c by Vir/, not natural, fi6Hti6us/n6t^ 
' genuine^' The day from noon to noon is certainly Wof natu^' 
ril^ and of corifequcnce; thc^; and that only, ititiu be thfe rfr- 
fsJ7c!ar6:iY.^ti\ght h, '*. I'/Therime'of dju-thifs;^' a. Tfie 

* time between funfet, and funrffe.^ 

When the Doftor acquires the firft elen>ents of gtegraphjr, 

he wilt learn that in no climate brthc work! is the time bc- 

twecrt furtfet arid fun rife di of it the thnc of dMtknefs. Evcrr' 

at tfie* eqtiator, night does no't fucceed tin half an hour aftcr^ 

furifct.' If he has ever feert tfte ftm rife here, h^^ moft v^Sm 

have feen that we Kaire always day light long before the fun 

appears. Injurrt cor h'rght*^ aWft^eer entire^^iic. Neither' 

is >0V^^wbeh if really^ tiMt%- on^^ conftan tly ihe ' time of darfe*^ 

* hew/ for tlie Rambler may often fee to read iUsus^n mif.: 

talces by-mooAlhine* Of diis profound periodv the firft part: 

contradids the fecond, and every body fees the abfurdtty o(i 

hotli. . What are we lo rhink , of this d^iiner of * fcientific 

* terms,' when his errors have net even tlic negative, merit of 
confifteucy*. ,, • 

Snowbrotb, / {fnvm and bndh) * very cold liquor/ Andi 
Shakefpeare is quoted ; bul when the poet faiid * that tber 
blood of an old cdur tier wa$ ti$ cold as Sncwirp^b, .he meant 
meked fnow. Now it is fbmeWhat odd that every body can 
fee Shaicefpeare's exad idca> but tbb learned coittniEentator.-^ 
' Lion. * The iierceff atfd moft magnanim6uik of foorfooted 
^beaffo/ ^.Butfiercenefs canndt'Condft witb m^giunimity f,.. 
Other* atiimls. exceed tbe. Lipn ia fterceners ^ aadaHorfe^ 
afi iLtlephant, or a dog, equal his magnatiimky^ .''Jlii$:def^i)i* 
lion contaL^itothipg but »^{l)lgb? dontradi^ioAi^ Of iwhichr (iei« 
ther'cfid4s true.-^Thiinder^ /.PbundeF i»a moft btxightflanu^ 

* rifing 6na'ftid(len> nipving wf(h great vjo)c|nc^> av^wn^a. 

* very riif/V velecity , tbroagh.tlie air^ Acc^d'mg t© any de** 
' tetfmmpdan, and cbmnK>nly ending with a lo\id npife or rat-« 
' tling/ ShalLeJptarei. Mttt^fu -i.. .: / - > 

It is ncedlefs tofay .that the pbildfoplipr^baiS confounded 

'. • f ' . . thunder 

• vide Mjeafore for meaijire. f Vide DiAionar]r* 
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thunder with %^t;^bg* Tt^e incJtgancc and tautetogjr of 
this defiBhion^ yirc pais by ; but wby-fhould he profaoe the, 
i|jsime^,pf Milton ipd.Sbakcfpeare to Support focb wanAtcvs. 
noofenfc ?..... 

Stone. ;* Stones arc bodies tnnpidi hard, not duSite or 
Km^Heaite, not /UiAlerm.r9r2tf:r.\ .'fhls dcfinidon anfwers, 
wood, or gjafs, or the bones ef an animal. — One. * Lefa 

* than two; fingle; denoted by an unit.* Raleigh/ 

. Wkhoijit c^nfultin^ Raleigh, we know that a roan may 
Ivwre * left than ftwa' guineas in bis' pocket, and yet have more 
tb«n one.. ' Howevier we are not ftire, that he has even a fm- 
j^ farthing. One nfiighi tw we are only where we ftart- 
t^,iGr Jmgk (m(^e ltxiphiihio^}M * <>^9 not.ddubte; not 
^jQtM ^art.etoc*' The matter is little mefideid, when he fob- 
jobis that one is iW vtMch is exprefid hy w umt, for ti» 
may be the naoientor t>l ^jr fraflaoB. TAe Ais book ta 
I»^ocs, put k in the fcalca of coihinoa fenfcf »d fee howife 
&mks the beam*- 

A circle iiv ' r. A line cohtintrcd till it ends where it be* 
^ pxi. 1. The fpace inclofdd in a Wforfar line. j. A rouadi 

* body« an orb.* ' 
i Tteftrft of thefe definltiofts^s tJOt diftingoiffi a circlfr 

from a triangle, or any other plaih figure* He might hai*^ 
ftmtid a <tvcfe^{»'i^rly defined in fittcTid, dnd a hundred other 
books. fWhat are we to think of the rfeft of his mathematical 
ddinitiomi Weil, b»t he dears up this point, for a circle i* 
^ the j^i«»r. iikloJM in zdrcnl^ Imew^ The third definitioii 
is me Wi erroneoos than the feeond, for if a tnin ^ere te» 
aiention tbe circte of the earth, we could not fofpefl that b* 
meant die ^lobekfelf^ 

Botany mA i*«e eleArical ffuid, are not infcrtei £{rfirt4 
tity he ttimh a prefer ty in bodies^ and from tKs eujjreffioiij^ 
dKid frbm Jill, he fays of Ihtt fiibjfeft, we can afcertam his igno-^ 
ranee of that moft curious and important bnmch of ^natural 
phifoft^. Sk£firkUy in general fignifies ' the opcratioiis 
< of a very fobtile fluid, commonly invifible, but foihetinws 

* the bbjea ^ o\A fight and dthcr fenfesi. It is ««e of the 
•.chief agents employed in producing the phenomena of na- 
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^ ±vttt.^ Iti ftoitify with lighniiiig'wii cHfirovtred in rfpii 
three jrears before (the publication al Joiadonh f«lto diftiotia* 
ry J Fo^ ^ auttK^ than to ulk of it ki ^ xpecuUar^ fmpfrtty^ 
« Tu^ibd mtt td belOijg obrely toamber/ kMmitfdi. II 
lhe>V$ m thd depth of hid tearniiig> and die degree of alteii^ 
tioii which he thought JH-dptr to beftovfr ^n his greaiw&fk* ' 
Elafticity. < Foi*ce In bodie^^ by wMcb they c*nd«^^oiir ^ 

* refl^e thfeitifclVcs/ To what? Tdtheir former figure,' rfier 
ioTne external preiTure.^ And mrkhom adding fome woMs^likfr 
th^fe the definition corivfeyS ri0 mea^ing» " ♦ 
^ Of Water, we get a very long wiiid^^ atcfennt, which fleii 
iher Johnfon jioir any body e!fe can comprehend, forh'^RMk 
Into mere jargon. Canft thoii conceJvie (gentlef reader j Whfct 
are ^{mdllf fmoth^, hard, porous^ fphcricalpartide^^ dF^w*- 
tier \ Water y fays Wewton, * it a fluid tiftetefs Ikh/ whifch ttiL 
^ ture changes bjf beat, info vapour^ and by cdd* into hif^ 
*; Which is a hard fufible bt^i'ttle ftorii, Mid tWs ftdtte rtttifiii 

* into water by heat ♦/ — ^Boerhaive cdls water, * * kinfd^o^ 
^ glafs that melts at a heat any thing greats thait Ji dtfgteefe. 

* of Fahrenreit V the|r«ioraettr . The' botmdftrjr bet #eeh wji* 
'terandice f/ 

Claw. ^ThejfSof of a beaft or bird aMtied wi^h ftiMr(y «atli> 
Nail. < The talohs of birds or be^s/^TiSdtu'^TIle ttiw Hf 

* a Wrd of pr«y>^ ■. : , ' « . 

Here a nukis taion^i: <ibt&:^ffktwc^cami mi atbi# 
is faid to be a/od/ (alias a nail) drmtfd With HUt^. tl«Mi fh^ 
quotations are lite^ and compleie. Tht wonb ira'tiil^fi^ 
Xnglifh. And if you caiinot coiAp^elfekld » mj^ 4mrked'^ri^ 
nails^ wait upon Dr jobnfon, ahd perfadpa be vit estplM !& 

it.. ' ■ ' 

Legion.' 'A body of Romdn fofdSers; c^nffiKnS of aboift- 

^ve thoufand/ ' • • 

This is not acairate. The numbeii' of mcfn m a RoMbl' ^ 

£ion r6fc by degrees from about 3206 to near 7000* 

Decemvirate. ' The dignity and office? t^ th» ^i-^gwreMWiit 

oif Rome. VTribune. ' An officer of R6rtie Adfefc bytte 

^ people/— Cenfor. ' An bffibcr of Rome, who had the fcffm 
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? tbeRoinaa republic;" . . .. v " / j-, . * 

/. Wl^erein '<iki the Decemviri* diffiir 'fri>ns .(I^e Kuigj[ tlie 
Conftll^ tte DKbtor, d» Triomvir^ the Military' Tribune^ 
the Caefar^;«i!d the J£mpmr, for all tiysft were Ukewib 
.• Governors of Rom^y The Decemviri were alfo sm iufcrioc 
let of men appointed to take qare, of the Sybil's books^ tocon. 
. d^. colonies, &c. So that hi 1 definitf on }& very incainpleat» 
A Tribune was ' chofen by the people/ But this docs, not 
diftinguilh liim from hiany other magiftrates* The Cenfoc 
J|dd * the power cfcorreflhig manners t' hut he had f8an3r 
^wers as well as that, and every nwgiftrate had that paweip 
as well as Iiim, though it was a prorinco more peculiarly his* 
The Cenfor is an officer ftill known in Venice, and iii^<;oun* 
jtricf where the liberty and abufe of the prcfs arc unknoM'n' 
tbp Ijcenfcrs of books are called Cenfors, though the Cioftoi^ 
floes not g^ve us thde two explanations of the word. ' Th^ 
Cooful i«( ^ the chief m^gjdrate in the Konum republic.^^ ^ Hf 
M^as a magnate long after the republic was diflblved. Bu( 
thjp' be was.c^iQonly (Mt^ gf the chief magi ftrates in Rome, he 
was never the r*/>/, as the DoSor roundly exprcfles it^fpr h^ 
Ijoijl alt^l^ a c^e^gufx * The Cenfor, was at Jeaft his equal, 
land iive Pifbtor wscs.l^' law his fupericir..^ V^hat we'l^am of 
the Centurion, the Triumvir, and the Liflor^ is very tri^ 
4ii)C<. Isnumei^fe'Wonls -that puzzle the. plain reader of a 
Aoman biftoriao are wanting^ fuch as an >£dUe, al^ra^tor, a 
QtMpQnr^ a Ca^far, a Military Tribune, the JJaftati, Prin- 
cjpes, Tuiafii^ Velires; the Labarum, orlioperial Standar<4 
the Btliftie, tfae Baleari^s^ &c. A Mdm^Uis * a fmall band 
' of foldiers.' And a Cohort is ' a troop of fofdiers, contain* 
^ ingabot^t '500 foot.* A Cohort was in general the tenth 
part of the foot in a Roman Legion, confequently their num- 
bei; varied, and the Praetorian Cohort, or that to wlrich the 
ftandard was intrufted, contained, at lead in later ages, mau^ 
more men than any of the reft. But in the very page where 
fUs jconcife author thus blunders about a Cohort, he takes 
care to tell us, that Coition, is copulation ; the a£f of genera.- 
tion. That cold ' is not hot^^not warm— chill— Jiaving ienfe 
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^iAaMift$h^.QoMr)i^'ifi,* want qfMat ;\. and a heap of (laula^ 
j?rgolto*^<«-.:/*A.btar/~Blur/ ' A blo^• . . ,. 

-:^-.Tl»:Oo$Ar'W9chi)irer^ will anfwer^ that in fa great a woijl; 
tibem.i^ai r\ovqpK^>i^\Qip% definitions* \ 1 replj^. that his ac^ 
comtt of Whipgraifiog, of WiU*fvlth-a-aWifp^ of a Woqdn 
tpafe^ .and iA itieS^opl of Repentance^ are very long.; thap 
if he wa$ tafiv.Ag mpre of a, Roman Conful. he (hould havk ' 
feW.ai«U#g i^8j»B5,#i»^X^a(:th|w-c.ar|; lather hook? of t^fj 
<^n9i^J9il4, !4lfM{f!f hif rficpricCrtQOj.'^hijh find ro<?na for'fOn 
PI<>^f*nd.«%/^l4^a^iop$.,Pardyo difiionary is 'not mu^^ 

<»WS^«l^i? |JfiJiff>IWPc^^?.^°***l^K** the cities^ and tne kap- 
J^^/^iff)}l4".£pgL^ i and in tfie end o^ tWbook thipre Ts lii- 
ferte{l^.li^^f^^,79^p P^^P^P nanies^'nojie of which are to 
ti^f^flfid 4fi: ffae poj^'fi diftiwaiy. .With what then' has 

i<l>«fep;^cd^V.,|^ coining, witlj 

^^^9l^\^^ aiitbcHdti^^ ,pften ridiculous^ and always lifelefi : 

iO^f .vfjth.dcfinjcio^ {f^J^rtia^ut and erroneous. A BainaW xxq 

c^ '.^ y}^ff9y!tf^^^^^Vf^^^ y and be niighc as well "have 

Syi^',jL}l^tj^yfxy mai^ hi. £ngland is fix feet hi^h. A Consoler 

«f,vSone who opvfflmenS^s another upon Us misfortunes/. '"^ 

i^:^3C^^ RaiRhler!>,^c«rtf/i?,#md profound kuoMedge qF 

ifil^f/lpffff^fifcrmulk foijfnjfry. high expectations as to his know} 

4frfiP-flf o^ef&inei! }^4 w« ^rc. not difappointed ;'fdf "Aft*. 

??fi¥!M;i;i? if f4%9P^}[^\ and.the Coux is 'Arthritis ;a^i(. 

/M4if^ fWf 3jFc *J^?*>f|^/^ with great pain.' The 'fi^/l jpart of 

.^^^jfe^ipi^n |s.noC|t^ue ; and the fecond will ' not diftlngujili 

. jti^^Qoilt fropi ibcj Ccavel^ the Ifooth-ach,^ &c. &c^ Gravel 

f W!(5»^y wattfrj^fon^ in the kidneys/ and as* 9ften in the 

^j|{}i^er too. Hj^ raccoMf^ of a Qonnorhqea is.no lefsinccn^- 

^^ ^lil^^qr fiHw obi^n^pns of tlU gfands of the liver, y^^^dx 

./prevent the gall being dujy (eparated from the blood/ The 

Doftor feems to have borrowedihift. if ftcm'o£aoatQIByi from 

' iA# antients yidi the modems hkye difcov^red tbaii die^ijirer 




he mgtniotifly calls ^Meit «he cnti^iis^) i» klUF'^an* 
hitf Mfli>re giarU.' ' The Jatindke ariT^is ^em t^^bftmaita in* 
the biliary duds/Tyhipaiiy is^a'kmd ef obft^uaed')8#ri^li!^^ 
^ jhat fWdl^ ihe' My 4ike a drtim/ • fftftoT^fii^ ii«i«i isx* 
phlned r bbt rJtttufency is faid tbbe*"'%lnditt«^ir Mncft 69 
^'wlhA.'" knd what'dbes he nieanbyiiti db%l»ifted fttkiefe'of 
WincJ, cnr!^ His finiiHe of a dnim; Hiif dcfcHptiens* of die 
AiffUdtets— Rupture— Mietfmadfm-^S*cr6i* 
Scurfy, &c^ areeqiiilly perrpicuim^ahd'pm'i^^ Tlie^Oi>&ot» 
hs4 no g;feat 6cc;iiioCi to arrets, that^ ^ ^»f ' JB^^ ndlOiowiryf 
' was>^^^^ ^ith lictlc^a«ftince of tht;*i>i»i<tfif^.^ Fiif ill 
dimoift Vvery department' of htiimn leairhing^ frocfy iflMtiomy 
dbwtll'td 'coiqn^on gr^mnfisir^ h!s igiroraitccf^''a|^ptit9'sHBiu 
iin^r'']^Ubb6kUa mafs of words Nn^ittiUbas^.^' Tfcr^ti^ 
the whole there runs a fa^kaj corrojptfyi'bT^^ittlti •vaftH^M^ 
moirienle; It is iil6hi{h1ng tltat the 'Jlffirv^ ttts<'hari!I^^Vt^ 
be^n attiacked in thivquarteif by hii {imAmefaUb^ enetn!^. ' -' 
1 antiapiatc the arify^rer'of his a^rm, viz. That * tll»-itei 
^ W of his wprli diii h6t>dqiit 'of a'edpiouiS'fexplttnattewteb 
* eyeryVprd/ Biit fct thern tell why fte^ifcfiich* flrstftj^ 
jumti^pr^uota^^^^^ 

pbVkhci^ijifanfnjg;, '?in<i' muft We btKe1^c^that¥he noHtte (fdr*. 
footK ! i o^,ir»/ vtiDrWfwhatcver^ can ehtide itf atfttfor toWtftfe 
nopfenl^Vor to'wfitc on'a fubjeft of-Wtfi«h he is* igttlirai*. 
Xpclee^' the pocW hioiletnia^ repeattdly d^dtu^^ 'thatt^ hi^ 
boot'ls^clxjrined ty a profufiori of e^6i*jr, and thofe J ir te it t t 




<0?TEN/i fihkjntoriegligincc, of to 'Obtain fdmiich Icificllif- 
/ledge of all its parts ^s pot FkKQthtkttY'/^yJwVJy ijprt* 

* r^«ck I expeft tlirat ' fometlraVs the' ^(feffte* 6f acctracy WBl 

* urge me toftperfluities, and ibftiethttesrthe fear' of pfOHkilljr 
./ bietrajjr me t<^ omtffions ; that in «he extent of fucK varfctyiJI 

\f lltoUbc oFTkuJfewUd&frJ^ and in theroattttflUchfttfrf^ro't* 

'" '* -"^ ' ' '^ - ' *• '• . •' ' •'..' j<i "• •:, -'■•■.«Jbet 
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'» h€ fi^efuenfty etOangled^ ice. «' Hficp h a beautiful .cpnfct 
<tan/wU4i h€ afterward* recaipts^jp for * dcfRwideiKy b^s nc^^ 

* ver to far prevailed^ a$ to depreff n>^ «o ^g^ig^^^f &<^- 1 
Buthis rccaotation is iii;«iFea mm^^^^V re-^^^^^^^y^^ ^« 
arc informed, * That a few w*/i^ blunders^ aiid R 1 8 1 B L E ia*- 
^ /ittneties, from wMch no workpf fach tnultiplkrity was .eycr 

* free, i^j^ fara tinte furni* foUy with laughter, and harden 
. ' ignorance into coatcmpt t-' Th«:. this diftruft of hjg, own 

merit didnotiaiCc from want of .p^ide or. vanity we difcover 
withina few iii^es : .JFor ' in this.»(ark' {the EngliOi diftiona- 
ry, as its . author modeftly tenm it) ' when it &all be found 
' that fmr^ is omitted, let it not be forgottcq JJiat mwcA like- 

* wife is peffwmed. \ If our langa^g^. is not here fully difplay- 
'^cd, 1 have . «nly failed in an attcrapt,- which no human 

• * powers Iwvc hitherto completed^— rl may furely be content- 
.* cd without -the praife of perfeiaioni which if I could ob- 
^ tain,, in this^. gloom of folitude':.(the neighbourhood of Zpw- 

* dm) f what wi>uld it avail me § ?' Aod^ again^, ' I have dc- 

* voted thi&book, the labour of years, to the honour of my 
.* couatty Ij.' Item. • ' I cannot but .have foma degree of pa- 

* rental fcMidneis.'^ But after all this parental fondnefs, thi3 
zeal for the honour of his country, the Doftor's extraordi-^ 
oary preface - concludes in perhaps the nurfl extraordinary 
language that ever Sowed firom an . author's pen ^ ' Succefs 
"^ and mifcarrfogB- are empty f%tmds\ I therefore difmifs it* (his 
diAionary ) < with frigid tranquillity, having litf le to fear or 
"y kope from cenfurr, or from praife.'. All this is furely defpi- 
^ble« The bookfellcrs had paid thetr workmim on the nail, 
t>r the DodkcNT would have had fomcthing to hope and fear. 
Butan honeft and fenfiWe tradefman, though paid be&re- 
tiand, will always wifli and endeavour fo pleafe his employ* 
«rs. ' From thfe writer's own words, it would appear that be 
i$ incapable of a fentiment fo generous* 

Rowe (the famoi^s tragic poet) ' fddcto moves either pity 
^ or terror f *' Paradife Loft is a work which ' the reader 

' . G' * admires^ 

* Letter to the Earlof Chefterfield. ' f Preface to folio dSaioxiary. 
I Preface to folio di^ii>aat7« S lbid» llbld. ^ Howe's Life. 
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^ adrtih-ei, and lays d6wh, ^mi/ ftrgets H take up again •:* 
But Howe's Lucan, vfhidi is v«ry Jittle t«arf, the DoAor pro- 
tiounccs to be * oDe:of the gnatefl produAlons erf IngUih 
' pottty.* D^ Johnfim's fytoplianss have afletted, diat * in 
^ the walks df critidrm and biograyJiy he has long been with.. 
^ out a i^val/ And they are no cfeubt ready to fupport their 
leader iii his aflertlon that Swift ^ eiedtes neither ftirprire nor 
^ admiration.' The Dodor*s diliregarri fior the univeHal fen- 
timentd of mankind often excites furprifey but nerer adaumi* 
tion. Let us here apply his own obferratiail, chat ' there is 
' often foend in commentaries a fpontaneoos train of invedrre 
' and contempt^more eagerand venemous than is vented by the 
^ mod: furious controvertift in politics, againft wiiom he is^hi- 
^ red to defame f .' We may as ufual illuftrate the Rambler'^ 
remark by his own exatopie : < Theobald) a man of aarrpw 
^ comprehenfion, and fmall acquifitions, with no native and 
'^ intrinflckfplendourof genius, with little of the artificial light 

* of latrning*— his contemptible oftentation I bavt freqiieiid^ 

* conieiealed.^ The definer of a fiddleftick pr^ceeda thus : ^ I 
'* have in fome pbces ihewn l^m, as be would have (hewn 
'« himfelf ibr the reader's diveftieti, that the hiftaitd .tmptU 
^ nefs of foiifie notes may joftiify or^ excde dbe contr»£kioli of 
< the reft.-^Theobald,f bus weak and ignotanc,. thus mcmn, tod 
^ tAiTHLESK> thus ^ttthnt aisid ofteotatioui^ by the good 

* luck of having Pope fof* his enemy, has efcaped> isfid fsfcaperf 
« ahni with reputfttion from this underuldn^« So jeaiHy is be 
^ praifed whom M liian ran envy %•' How does it appear 
that liieobah) was weak Mid ignorant i Tlie Dodor hknfelf 
had ifi tJie preceding fMige oJd us, that < he . (Theobald) cql^ 
^ lated the antient copies^ and redified rttiatf^ errors/ . Tbb 
aflertibh our ai|th6r> whh his wonted <on(ifteni?y, bas,fla^y 
contr^Iifted in die very nei^t line^ ' What Mi^c he (Thepr 

* bald) did was commonly right*' Has the Do&^r adduce<^ 
or has he attempted to adduce evidence that Theobald was 
mean tnd faitUefSy or what occafion had hif fucceitor to load 
this man^ memory with fuch ii^ious epithets \ The Ram* 

blcr*s 

"* \X^ sf Miitm. t Prsn^ce to Sbakeifsarf ^ . \ I1m4« ' 
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i>lcr> burft of vulgarity can refleA diigrace oa nobody but 

liiQifelf. It ^U <trX9in, though be thinks proper to deny it, 

that lie cotifidered Theobald su an objoft of envy ; yt^ be is 

obliged to confefs that Theobald < escaped,, and ^k^pitd^ahfie, 

* With reputation^' from the taflc of aiaending Shal^efpeara. 

^In aifigning a reafon for this applaufe of Theobald^ JchnfoQ 

pays a very poor conipliment to the penetratioQ of the public, 

ifor furely to combat a writer of fo 9iuch merit and pqpularity 

-as Pi^e, was not the plaineft road to eminence in the literary 

, world« 

« '* ft is.r«fnis^kable that in reviewing my solIe^Hon^ I found 
r^ the Wprdy^Tii unexeiuphfied *J , And it is not lefs .remark* 
. ab|e| that the Uo^or cannot define this very fimple word. He 
confounds it with ^ a lake, the ocean/ &c« an explanation quice 
worthy of t^e great man Vi\u> difcover^d that Rou^, a.ja^^ I. 
Cylindrical. 2. Circular. 3. Spherical, orbicular ;* and that 
ibe FcricraaiuB^ is ^ the nuuiibrane which covers %h^ JiuU /' 

f The tbiratre, when it is under any other dire^on^ b peo- 
^ pled 1^ fuch chara£kers as were never feen, cOnverfing in a 
. ^ language which was never heardj upon topics which will 
' never arife in the commence of mankind i^/^ Ttie weakest 
of Johnfon's admirers will blufli in reading tins paiTage. The 
Po&or denies every degree of mem, to every dramatic wri- 
ter, of every age or nation, Shakefpeare alone excepted. 
This rant is coiitinued through a whole page 1 but >a» the K- 
inits of the prefent eflajr allow noc a longer quotation, the 
reader is referred fx> the original* 

< In lus (Sbdcefpeare's) tragio/fcenes there b always /ime^ 
' thing wantiftg^^^NO t — * In liis comic icenes he is feldom 

* very fuoctfsful, when he engages faisr chara&ersin rtcipr^ca'^ 

* tioHs of ihiartnefs« and coutefts of iarcafm ^ their ideas are 
' commotify graft , and their pleafantry licentious* This. accu- 
fation is cruel and unjuft, as all the - world knows sdready. 
•Bat much of that preface is an incoherent jurable of reproach 

' and panegyrick §^ If any thing can be yet more faulty than 

what 
• Prer«ce 10 fblip 4iaiQ|isi7. f ^ObIscc to SbakcTpMrc. - 
I ' H« has fcenes of undoubted and perpetual excellence/ Ibid. Is there 
n«t fomf iac0n(iilc9^ in theie various aiTertioni; 
§ See in the fame ftile his obfer rations on Prior, Akcnfide, and others. 
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^Ihat'wc have juft now feen, it is whit follows : * Whoever 

* he (Shakefpeare) folicitshis invention, or ftrains his faculties^ 
' the offspring of his throes is tumour (i. c. pufy gnindeur *^, 

* meartne/s, tediou/ne/s, and ohfiurity. His declamations or fct 

* fpeeches arc commonly cold and weak.* The fet fpeeebes 
(as the DoSor elegantly terms them) of PeirucWo, of 
Jacques^ of Wolfcy, and of Hamlet, are perhaps neither cold 
nor weak. The concluOon of this period is worthy of fucb a 
beginning ; he mentions certain attempts frbra which Shake- 
fpeare * Jfeldom efcapes without the pity or refentment of his 

* reader.' The Doftor himfclf is an objeft of pity. Shlkke# 
fpeare has been in his grave near two centuries— .His life wats 
innocent — His writings are immortal. To feel refentment a- 
gainft fo great a man becaufe his works are not every where 
equal, is an idea correfpondent to the generofity of Jdm- 
fon. 

' Swift in his petty trcatife on the Englift language, allows 
^'that new words mufl ibmerimes be introda(?ed| but propofes 

* that kone (hould^e fuffered to become obfolctef** The Doe- 
tor has not given afair quotation from Swift. One would i* 
magine that Swift had propofed to retain every word that is 
to be found in any of our popular authors, but be neither faid 
nor meant any fuch thing. His words arethcfe : ' They (the 
snembert of the propqfed fociety) ^ will find many wwds that 

* deferve to be utterly thrown out of our language P And the 
Dean fays nothing afterwards that infers a contradi&ion. 

In hn account of Lyttleton, the Doftor't good nature is e* 
vident. He fpe^ks not a word as t6 the mer^ of the hiftory 
of Henry H. but — ^ It was publifhed with fuch anxiety .as oii- 

* ly vanity can diAate.^ We are next entertained with a page 
of dirty anecdotes concerning its publication, which theDorlor 
fecmsto have picked xsp from fome printer's journeymaii, 
^ The Perftan Letters have fomething of that indiftind and 
< headflrong ardour for liberty which a man of genius always 

* catches when he enters the world, and always fuifers to cool 

* as he paiTes forward.' Of the admired monody to the me- 
mory of Lady Lyttleton, we are only told tliat it' is long. 

- ^ 'His 

• Tide diaionarr, f Virfe Prcfaee to (6Y\% Dii5t. 
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' His dialogues of the dead were very eagerly read, though 
' the produftion rather, as it feems of leiliire than of fludy, 

* rather effufions than coittpofitions. The names of his per- 
^ fons too often enable the reader to anticipate their converfa- 

* tion I and when they have met, they too often part without 

' conclufion*^ Thefe remarks apply with pecular . juftice to 

Johnlbn's diAicmary, fcNr that work is an effiipQn^r^xhtt than 

a. comf$fitim. His reader is for the mod part able to antici- 

p9tte his definitions, and they generally end without conclu- 

iion. Xiord Lyttleton's poems ' have miking to be dej^ifed, 

5.;and little to be admirfd^^ But here, as ulual, the DoAor 

contradi&s him(elf, and in the very next line ' of his Progrefs 

/ of Love j it is /t^cient blame tti fay thzt it h p^ttovzU His 

' blank verfe in Blenheim has neither much force, npr much 

* elegance* His little performances, whether fongs, or epi- 

' grams,aiae fometimes fpriteIy,andfometimes injifid^^'''^x[ii of 

courfe de/picable^ The candid and accurate author of the 

Rambler has forgot the exiftence of that beautiful bloilom of 

fenf^ility, that pure effuiion of friendihip, the prologue tm 

Coriolanus. ^ 

The life *^of Dr Young has been written by a lawyer, who 
conveys the meaneft thoughts in the meaneft language. His 
'ftiie is dry, ftiff, grovelling, and impure* His anecdotes and 
ideas, are . evidently the cud of Dr Johnfon's convorfatiion. 
He continues in the fame fretful tone from the firft line to thd 
Jaft. He is at once moft contemptuous and contemptible* 
Whatever he faith is inlipid or difgufting. He is the bad imi* 
tator of a bad original ; and an honefl: man will j^ot, perufe 
hisJibel without indignation. He fteps out of his way to re* 
mind us of > Milton's corporal corfe^ton, a ftory fabricated, as 
is well known, by his Employer. Johnfon hiihfelf with all 
his imperfeftions, is often as far fuperbr to this unhappy pen- 
man, as the. author of the. .Night-Thought^ ts^ fuperlor to \ 
Johnfon^- An4 yet this critical afiaiTm, this literary jackall, 
is* celebrated by the Do&or ^. 

* Every 
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* Al;th^ 'V^ei^Me and admirable father of lifttf EngUft didllooa- 
ry has treated the names of fuch men as I^ Young and Lord 'l;ytt|e^ 
ton .with fp y\ttU: ceremony, the reader will perhaps foi^iva- ^o in* 
fertjon of his own char9<3eC| aa drawn by Lord GhcfterMd. * I am al« 
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^ • - 

• ftVciyman fir«!s his mind more.ftrongly fated by the tra- 
^ gedies of Shakefpeare than of any other ' writer ; oifaer^ 
' pleal^ tis by particular fpeeches, but he always makes us 
-^ anxfoos for the event, by exciting reftlefs and un^uencMk 

< (how can th% be) curtonty, and compelling him that readi 

* bis work to read it through •/ But the Doftor overthrows 
all this within a few pages, for Shakefpeare hasr ' perhaps not 
^ s«r play, which if it were now exhibited as the work" of 
^ a contemporary writer, vf^d be heard to the eenchfhn +•' 
Tht Rambler fannot always fupprefs his thorough contempt 
for the tafte of the pd^lic. He no dodbt laughs internally' at 
their folly in admiring him. ' \ 

Bawd. ' A Procurer, or Procurefs/ — To bawd, v. n. *To 
^ procure.'— Bawdily (from bawdy J * obfccncly/— Bawdineft 
{kambofwdy) ^obfcencncfs** — ^Bawdry,/. * i. A wicked prac- 

* tice of procuring and bringing whores and rogues together. 

* a. Obftenity,' — Bawdy, a^ (from ba^dy) ' Obfcene, un- 

* cfaaftei.*-«Bawdyhoufe. * A houfc where traffic is made hy, 

' . , ^ wickednels . 

' moft in a ferer, wheneTer I am in hit company. His figsfc (withoiit 

* b«m|t.4cfQrii|ed} feeoit wM t« ^ifgrace or ridicule tEie common ftrac- 

* tare qf xhe humaa >bo4y. His legs and arma are never in the (loii^iooy 

* whic'bji according to tbe (ituation of his body, tbey ought to be in ; 

* but conftantly employed in committing a<%s;of boftility upon the g^^- 
' eet. ite tfarows any where but down 1» is throat, whatercrbemeana 
f to driak ; and o«ly naaglea what he means to carve. jMstieuHve $$ mil 
^ tbe t4imit rf fictd /i/e, he mUUmeei or mifpUces every t|iiag* He dU^ 

< pntes v|th heat, and indifcriminately, mindlefs of the rank, cha« 

^ racier, and fitaation, of thofe with whom he difputes ; abfoJntely 

^ fgnorant of the fereral gradations of familiarity or re(pe(5l, he is ax- 

*' SdUy flier fame ta bis faperlors, his eqaak and-^Ms inferiors; and 

/ themfor^ Isy a McceiTary eonfequence abhird to. two o£ the three, la 

^* i^ po|ib}e to love fuch a :mai\? No. The iitmoft I can do for l|im»^ ig 

' to eonfider him as a refpe(5la.ble Hottentot/ Churchill's account of 

lour'' hero ^omes nearly to tde fame. And the inimitable Or JSmoUet, 

(has (I tl^k) rntended to exhibit a third piiftore of this lUnftriotfs ori- 

.gJAtl iffvUnmpliry.Cliakery VoM«—-^-Johiiroii'l loiter to the £arl 

of Cheilerfield conclodes in thefe ivords: * Whatever be the event of 

' in^ endeavoars, I fliall not eaftly regret an attempt which has procured 

^ me the honour of appearing thus poblidyi my Lord, your Lordlhip'g 

« nol^ obedient^ and^moft-bamblefervaat/ Sanu j«hnlWB.^ The con- 

. traft;t^eie.extr^as afford,, between tlie feverky vf the polife peer and 
thfr^niisble ^olitenefa {i^tdmt} of the rugged ^edaat, U ftrik^ng. = 
^* Frefai^e lo Shake^Maroy ' f l}Md« 
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\ * vickednefs and dcbau^eiy.* — Baggage. ' A worthlefs wo» 
I * man.'-— Bitch. ' I. The female of the canine kind* a. A 

* name of^reproach for a woman.'— Blackguard. ' A dirty 

* fellow*'— Block. * A Blockhead.'— Blockhead. /A ftupid 
^ l«l!ow ; a dolt ;. a man without paiiis.'- Plunderer. .^ A» 

j ' Blockhead.'— Blunderhead. ' A ftupid fellow,'- Bloodlet. 
\ tcr. ' J PWif*o/ow{/?.'— Bertram. ^ < Baftard pclRtofy.'^^ 
Suds. ' A Uxkmm of foap aad water.'- Sun* ' The lumi-. 
\ nary that makes the day.' 

Tte Englifli diftionary is amazingly deft&ive-^Netvi <fr- 

ft4nt» It has no force of thought. It difplays a mind, patitnt^ 

but almoft incapable of reafoning ; ignorant, but oppreiTed by 

I a load of frivolous ideas } proud of its own powers, bqt Ian* 

guifhing in the laft ftage of hopelefs debiKty. We tore exn 

tolled it with the wildeft. luxuriance of praife^ and wexiefpife 

the worihippcrs Qi the gulden calf. 

No man has done more honour to England, than Mr.Iiocke. 

I Whatwould he have faid or thought had Johnfon's dictionary 

been pubfiftied. in bis days I We can eafily d^ermine his .opi- 

pion from feveral pafTages in his works, I feleft the follow* 

«i^y becaufe it is both fhort and decitiye ; and he who retains 

any refpeA for Mr Locke will retain little for the author of 

the Rambler. His words are thefe : 'If any one ^flcs ivhat 

* thisfolidity is^, 1 fend Him to his fenfes to inform him. 
^ Let him put a flinty or a football between his hands, arid 
' then endeavour to join them and be will know. If he thinks 
' this not ^ fulBcient explication of /olidity^ whatiit is^ and 
^ wherein jt. conHfts, I promife to' tell him, w)iat jt Is, and 

* wherein it coiiGffs, when he tells me, v/lvkt thinktng is, or 
' ' wherein it confifts, or explains to me what e^fehjion or ma- 

' tittn is, wnich perhaps feems much eader. , The fimple i^Jeas 

* we have are fuch as experience teaches them us ; but ^,be* 

* yond thaif we ende^our by wordf to make theni clearer Ifai 
' the mind. .>^e (hall fuccecd no better, than, if we went 
^ about to dear up the darkncfs of a blind man's mind by 

/ talking; 

* fSoLiDiTT. * I, FoDneff of matter; n9t holloivnefs. 2. FSrranefs; 
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' talking, and difcourfe into him the ideas of light an<f 
' colbqps •.' 

Alluding to the fociali facetious, and celebrated Mr Wilkes^ 
Dr Johnfon tells us, that * Lampoon itfelf would difdain to 

* rpeakillofhim,.of whom no man fpeiks well f^* He fills 
many pages with blotted variations from Pope's manufcript 
tranflation of the Iliad. He exists in tlus' precious produ£Hon» 
and forefees that the wifeft of his readers will wifli for more« 
Having read only a few lines of it, I cannot pretend to rate 
die value of this commodity : But*a plain reader will be apt 
to fdfped that the Doctor has on this, as on former occafions, 
iflopted the prudent proverb,m»//«m rcibere, multum Jbhere. 
If Lexiphanes overflows with Creek, he may by comparing 
Pope with Homer, afford much entertainment. 

la the title page of his oftavo, we learn, thaC' ' the words 
^ are deduced from their originals/ And in the preface, he 
adds, that f the etymologies and derivations, whether from 
' foreign languages or native roots, are more diligently tra- 
^ ced, and more diftindly noted, than in other diftionaries of 
^ the fame kind/ — ^Mr Whttaker afliires us that in this fingle 
article the Dodor has committed upwards of three thottfand 
errors : And the hiftorical pioneer produces abundant tvU 
dence in fupport of his ^erti6n f • But independent of thi» 
curious circumftance, let us aflc the Dofior what he means by 
crouding fuch trifles into an abftraA, which is, he fays, m* 
tended for thofe who are ' to gain degrees of knowledge foit- 
^ able to lower characters, or neceflary to the common buff. 

* ncfs of life/ ' To tell fuch people that the word porriJgepot 
is compounded of porridge ^ and pot, is to infult their under- 
ftandings; and of his Greek and Saxon roots, not one indivit 
dual in a thpufand can read even a fingle letter. The pre* 
face fets out with a pitiful untruth. Having mentioned the 
publication of his folio diAionary, he fubjoins, * it has Jince 
^ been confidered that works of that kind are by no means 

* neceflary for the bulk of readers.' Here he would inCnuate 
that the abfirgdi was an afterrtbought : Bu^ every body fees 

*' . that 

* Eflkyy &c. Book II. Chap iT..Sea:. 6. ^ 

t Falfe Alarm. , \ Hiftor/ of MancIx«(Ur^'Tol. XI* '• 
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that ki pubticition was delayed only to accelerate the fale df 
his folk) didionafy. There is not room no^v kft as to difleft 
every fentcnce in the preface to his odavo. We fliall there- 
Tore conclode the Ibbjeft with one particalar, wherein the 
"Doftor's tafte/ learning, and geniiars blaze iti their meridian. 
In the title page to his oflav^ di6tionary we are informed 
that the Words are * aiithorifed by the names of the writers 
' in whofc works they are found.* And this talc is repeated 
VLt greater length in the prtface, where ' it will 'be fcmnd that 

* truth requires him to fay lefs ;' For under letter A only 
There are between four and five hundred words, for which the 
Mer has not affigned any authority— ^and of thcfe one hundred 
:lnd eighty are to be found in no language under heaven, 
fie boafh^ndeed that his di^ionary ' contains many words not 

* to be fbuixi in any other/ But it alfo contains many words 

'iiot to be found at a[ll in any other book. If wr compute that 

letter A has a thirteenth part of thefe recruits yWt fliall find that 

the whole number fcattered* through his compilation exceed 

two thoufand. A purchafer of his ahftra^f has a title to afk 

the Do<^r '^by the work is loaded with fuch mountains of 

trafk? Tbey ferve only ro teffiiy the folly of him who col* 

it(ktA pr created them. Men of eminent learning have been 

confulted, who difown all acquaintance (in Englilh} with aU 

ffttoft every fingie article in the lift that Allows : 

* Abacu^^ Abandonement, Abartiddatioo^ Abcedarianji Abce* 
dary>- Aberrant^ Aberuncat^ Abgeft^ v. a* Ahk£kate^' Abbo^ 
tation, Ai^ation» Ablegate^ Ablegptibn^ .Alilepfy, A^lu^nV 
Abradon, Abfdfla, . Ab(inthiited^. .. . Ahftenuon> Abfterge, 
Acceflarinefst Accidemtalnefsy Acdpient> Acdirous> A^cokntV 
Accompunable, jAiCcroach, Actuftomdrilyt Acroaoiatipal^ Acro<- 
nycal, Acrotcrs^ or Acroteria, AjSiiat^^ AciiUratc^ Addujce,, 
Addcnography, Ademption^ Ad^apjtpry/ Adj|<6);iapuis^ Adition^ 
y^hfiergent, Acceptilatioii, Adjugate, Adjument, Adjundion, 
Adjunctive, Adjutor, Adjutory, Adjuvant, Adjuvate, Admen- 
furatibn," Adminicle, Adminicular, Adiiiix, Admohiihm^n't, 
^dmurnmrathnf Adfcititipus, Adftridion, Adyefperate, Adu- 
lator, Adulterant, Ad^lterine^ Adunibraut,. Advolation, Ad* 
volution, AduftiWe, Aerology, Aeromancy, Acrometry,Aerof- 

H copy,: 
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copy^ Afiabrou3> AffeOuous, Affixion/ A|Badon, Afflatus^ Ag- 
glomer^te^ Agnation^ Agnitioni Agreeingn^fs, Alate, Abb, 
Alegar, AUigate> Alligation^ Allocution, Atnalgmate, AtnaQda- 
tion, Ambidexterity, Ambilogy, Ambiloquous, *Ainbry> Am- 
buftion, Amende, Amercer, Amethodical, jimpbibaiogical, 
Amphibohgically, Amphifch, Amplificate, Amygdalate, A- 
mygdaline, An^camptidp, Anacampcicks, Anaclacticks, ,^n^ 
diploiis, Anagogetical, Anagram matize, Anamorphofis^ Ana^^ 
phora, AAaftomofis, Anaftrope, Anathematical, Androgynal, 
Androgynally^ Androgynus^ Anemography; Anemometer ,vfM- 
fra/^QuJnefif Angelicalneis, AngiomamfpermouSj Angulari- 
ty, Angularnefs, Anhelation, Aniented, Anitenefs, Anility, 
Animative, Annumerate^. Annismcration, Annunciate> Ano- 
maloufly, Aitfated, Antapbroditick, Antapople^ck, An tan- 
thriticl^^ Antafthmatick, Anteaft, Aufcultation, Antcroun- 
dane^ Antepenult, Antepredicaipent, Anthology, Anthropo* 
fophy, Anthypnotick, Antichriftianity, Auxiliatjlonj Autine- 
phricick. Antinomy, Aqtiquatednefs, Apcrt, Apertly, Aphi- 
lapthropy, Aphrodifiacal, Aphrodpfiack; ApocppCi Apocry- 
phalnefs, Apoaiecometryi, Appelatory, Apfis, Aptac^, Ajtote^ 
Aqua, Aquatile, Aqueoufacft, Aquofe, Aquoiity, Araigacc, 
Aratory, Arbufcle, Arcbchantcr, Archaiology, Arcbaiologick^ 
Archcus, Arcuation, Arenofe, Arenulous, Arpl,^ Argillaceous 
Argute, Arietate, Ariftocraticallaefs^ Armenul, Ar^entiaJi 
•Armigerous, 'Armiliary,.iArmipotence, AiTentation, Anffpti* 
•tious, Arrifon, Aucfaentidcnefs, Arrofioii, Anticular) Articu- 
latenefs^ . Apfti*i^l^ Arundinacepus, ArundineoiK> AAef* 
tine, Afcripritious, Afinai^, Afperation, .Afperifolioas, Afpi- 
rate, v. a. AfTaffinatof, A^^^nptiye, Ailouiibtngners, Aflro* 
graphy, Aetiguous, - Attbfgey AuCupation, Avowee *. 
' Let us figure the cafe that a foreigner (its down to compofe 
« page of £ngii(h, by tte help of Jblinfou's woi-k. The 

ftrange 
; , - . ' ' ' .' 

* Dr Johnfpn fees notthat finoplkity is the foul of elegance. Notkiog 
can exceed bis merit except his modedy. In defiance pi Addifon^ and 
a thoufand other fiaihvffetlcws^ he 'aiTerts that Milton conftrudted bh 
periods * on p<rvtrft and fidaatic prineaples.' Vide Life of Milton. 
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flrange combinations of letters (fori dare not call them words) 
wbich fwelt his book to its pr^fent bloated fize are not mark- 
ed with an afteriflc to diffinguilh them as barbarous: The 
novice would therefore adopt a ftile linknown to any native 
of 'England, Here is a fhort fpecimen of what he would 
fay. 

* An Admurmuratim has long wandered about the world, 

* that the penfiorier*s political prmciplcs are anfrdfhtous. 

* Their anfrA^uou/hefs, their infipierrce, and thtit turpitude, 

* are oo longer omphlMogicaL His nefari6us reptrcuffion of 
' hbioquy muft contaminate ^ and obutnbrate, aiid who.can tell 
'but it mxf tvtn' aberuncate h\% feculent and exc^tnienthhus 

* celebrity , His ferjftcacity will fee without comity, or hih- 
' Hty, that his character as an ^thor and a gentleman, re- 
' quires refuf citation, for it is neither immane nor immarcefi* 
^ He. This is a homogeneQus truth ^. Let him diftend, like 
' i^t flaccid (iAt% of a football f, his 72?/, ins fapience, and his 

* powers of ratiocination^ The metliftuous sind numerofs ca- 
*' dence of equiponderant periods cannot enfure him from a 
^ luxation, a laceration, and a refiliency of his adminicular 
' concatenation with the rugged m&rcantile race J. The lo(s 
^ of this adfcititious adminicle would make th^ hge's impeccable 

* hofom vibratfi^with the hoirors of dilution and dereli^ioh. 

IS organs of vifion would gufli With fal/amentariou^ tor- 

* rents of fpherical particles, of equal diateeters, and of equal 
' fpcdfic gravities, as Dr Chcyn^e obferves — their fmooth- 
'rfefs— their fphericity — their friftions, and their hard* 

/nefs/t&c. ' - 

To the laft edition (the 4th) of the . folio diftionary, there 
U prefixed ah advertifemcnt, from which I have cxtraftcd a 
ffcw lines 1 * Finding my diflionary about to be reprinted, I 
'have cndcavourttiby a revifal to make It left reprehenfible. 
' 1 will not deny that 1 found many parts requiring emenda- 
' tion, and many more capable of improvement. Many faults 
' I have correftcd^ feme fuperfluitics I have taken aivay, and 
' fonie deficicnciei I have fupplied, I have methodifcd fome 

'pacts 

• ^de Life of P6p«. t Tide Ramt^er. 

4 Tht BookfeUeri, vUt Lift of Drydcrf. J Vid. piO, art. Wats*. 
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^ par^s that were iiforJend, and illuminated fomc chat were 
/ ^fcure. Yet the c^iaoges' or additions bear a very foiall 
.' |iroportion to the whbl^/ That bis improwmentsbear a 
very fmall proportion to the quantity of errors ftill. in his 
book is true, for after a long and painful fearch I have x>nl)r 
been able to trace out one alteration. Gazetteer is now det 
fined without that infolent fcurrility formerly quoted* • 9ut 
in tbh correft edition , thunder continues to be a fn(^ krigH 
flame* Whig is ftill the name of a faOion i and a Toiy if 
faid to be an adherent to the antient condatutioo of Ejtiglaad. 
Oats, £xcife. Monarch. &c. arc all in the fame ftilc, — * No- 
' wife, fi*y. (no axfd w\fe : this is commonly fpojcen and W|^^ 
^ ten by ignorant barbarians^ noways). Not ta any manineri 
^ or degree.* — Tl^eorem, n.h 'A poGtion laid down as aa 
5 acknowledged truth-' ... 

l^ere a fchoolbpy can deteA the Doftor^^ igngranca, for ei 
very body knows that this word has the opfojkf mwvi^gf 
wl^ich i$ indeed evident frqxa the quotations that are intended 
%o exemplify it. 

. ^ Havif)g found this the head theorem of all thei^ difcQUrfes^ 
^ we bold it neceiTary that the proofs thereof be weiglied/ 

Hooker,/'^* ficre a^e three theo9'ems diat frpm thence we 

• • • •> < . < , 

^; may draw fome conclunons/ Dry den » 

To pifs, V. n. (JjiflTcr Fr. p»flcn bptcb) ' To make water, 
f I charge the piling, conduit run^ nothitig but cUret, 
^ Shakeffeare. — One afs piflcs, the reft ^//ir fof company* 

* JIEfirange.'^Tht wanton bgys pijs upon your griive. Dr^y* 

* ife«/ — Whoredom, «./ (from whore) ' Fornication. Some 
^ let go whoredom as an indifferent matter.' ^ iSf^ilf .-^Who- 
rifli, a. (from whore) ' Unchafte, iucontinent. .By mj^ans 

* of a whorijh woman a man is brought to a piece .af bread* 
Proverbs.-^^ I bad an lief you fhould tell me ^of ^a 5icfs..pf 
' porrUge'^^ \ v ^ •. < " / j * 

The reader has fccn what a profuCon of low. and even blacks 
guard expreffions are to be met with in this celebrated w(h^« 
With all his alFeftation of hard words, the Oo£lor becomes at 
once intelligible when he wifhes to reprobate a rival genius, or 
infulc the afhes of. a benef^^or. Speaking ja^ JV(r Wal^siley 

• Johnfon'aDidlMiiaryi 4th e^it.fol. 



he fay$^ 5 Ip, this man's houfe I paiTed many cj(iearful and a«, 

* grecablc hours/ But ' he (Mr Walmfley) was a iviffig, with' 

* all the virulence and niakvolence of his party.*' 
t finiih this eiTay by reciting the circumffance which gave 

k birth. - 

In 1778^ Mr ^yilliam Shaw publiflied an Analyfis of the 
Craelic language/ He quoted fpecimens of Gaelic poetcyj and 
harangued, on its beauties with the ^kward elocution ofone^ 
who did not uhderftand them* A few months ago he printed; 
a pamphlet. He vilified decent characters. He denied the ez- 
iftenceof Gaetic poetry^ and his name wa5 echoed in the news- 
papers as a miracle of candour. Is there in the annals of Gru» 
l|«an hiq>i]dence any parallel to this ? Is'there any nation in^ 
the world except one^ perpetually deluded by a. fucceflion of 
impoftors ? Are thefe the fruits of that freedom which pa-t 
triors perilh to defend ? If there be no pilloryi' no whipping; 
poft for flich accumulated guilty we may truly fay with Shak^- 
{peare> that ' Libjcrty plucts jiiftice by the n'ofe.* This in- 
cbmparabTe tookbuilder, who writes a didionary before he^ 
cao wpte grammar, had previoiifly boafted what a harveft he^ 
would reap from Englifli creduDty f . He was not deceived/ 
The bait was caught ; and the voice of truth was for ibme. 
time drpwned in the clamours of the rabble. Mr Shaw wants 
onlv money. He thinks phly how to get it, and with a cpu- 
L rage that Is refpedable, avowed his intenfipns. ^Biit better^ 

^ things might h'av^ been expetSed ifrpm the 'moral andHnajeftic' 
author of the 'Rambler, He "muft hav6 feefl the Anialyfis pf . 
the Giaclic fcnguage, for Shaw mentions hiiri as patron of tbe^ 
work. He miift have feen the fjiejfimens of CeltYc poetry there 
ihferted. » That he is Ilkewife the patron of this poorfcrib-* 
ble, lid rtiari oA cither flde wilt oflfer tp deny. Trom' this' 
flhgle drctimffance, the Dpdor (tends convi^tA of an Utiberat'' 
inthtthn to deceive. 

ItwllF'be demanded, why ^private incKviduar without in- 
ttfeft Ar^conneftlons prefiimcs tP interfere in ihe quarrels of' 
:■- ■' ~ • • ■ '^' -the' 

* Vide CUrk'i anfwer to Shaw, which may deferre to be read, whtn 
the Hhel ^bich it hat aosihUatcd will neither b^ ffki^t-«oe fbiiA^I. 
t Vide Life of Smith. 
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tbe learned > But When the moft (bamelefs of mankind is hired 
fb abufe the charaAer of his countrymen^ to blaft the reputa- 
tion of the living and the dead ; when /uch a tool is employ- 
ed iovfuch a purpofe, that thofe'Avho are infoUcd cannot with 
propriety ftoop. toa.reply^ — Then the higheft degree of 
goodnefs may degenerate into the lowcft degree of weaknefs,^ 
lilence becomes approbation^ and tendernefs, and delicacy de- 
fcrve a different name. He is unfit to be the friend of virtue' 

♦ ♦ • • • < * 

ivho cannot defend her honour, who dare not execute Iher 
vengeance. In this ihameful affair, one circumftance favours 
Dr Johnfgn. Bis frlendjhtp is not exhaufied in a compliment. 
Re does not excite expeftacion nierely to difappoinc it.. He 
reremblea, not fome perfidious wretches whom his intrepid 
eloquence hath fo properly pointed out to public indignation. 
Exerting the genercfity which often ennobles the charaAer of 
an* Engliihman*, he engages not his dependant in a perform- 
ance for wl^ch he fcruples to pay. \ 

To gle^ the tithe of this man's abfurdities cannot be of 
peculiar inrereft to me : But the world is long fince weary of 
his arrogant pedantry^ hijs officious malice, his detefted afli- 
duity to undermine his Tdperiors^ and overbear his equals. 
Reformatio^ iSw never quite hopelefs^ and by fubmitting to 
make a catalcgue of bis errors, .there is a chance to humble 
and. reform him^. Perhaps indeed, like ' The drudges offe^ 

* dition ^y HE. will hear in fullen filence, HE will feel convic- 

* tion without fliame, and be confounded, but not abafhed.* 
The author has not arretted a few car^leis expfeiHonsi which, 
' in the glow of compofition,' will always efcape, but by fair, 
and copious quotations from Prjohnfon's ponderous perform- 
ances, hat attempted to iUuflifate his covetous and ibamelef* 
prolixicyr-*hi£^ corruptions (Of our language-^his very limited, 
literature — ^his entire want of general learning— his antipathy 
to rival merit-^hii paralytick reafoning— his folenn^' trifling 
pedantry — his narrow views of human life— his adh<^ei9ce to 
^'^* gididlidns — his defiance of decency— and his contempt of 
tvm^u We have not been fporting in the mere wantonnefs 

•Vlde'FiffcAlarar. ' 
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I x>F suffer don. There is adduced fuch various, fuch ftrong, 
Tuch damning evidence, tlut the Oo^r himfelf muft feel a 
burO of conviftion. To colledt every particle of inanity 
which fnzy be found in onv patriot* i works is infinitely beyond 
the limits of a (hilling pamphlet. We ftop at prefent here, 
but the fubjeft Teems inexhauftihle ^i 

\ . « - 

^ Thoagh Dr Johnfon has on all occaiioos expre({ed the ntrooft con^ 
tempt and areriion for the Scotf, /et they have in general been roiici« 
tons to footh his pride. Dr SmoUet fayi, that < Johnfon, inferior ta 
*• none in philofophy, philology, and poetry, ftanda foremoll ae an ef* 

* Cay i ft, jnftly celebrated for the ftrength, dignity, an^ rariety of his 

* lifcile, &c. And Beattie affirms, that hit dtiStionary, confidered as th« 
work of one man, is a tmfl ivonderful performance ! The Doctor's capital 
enemies hare likevife been Caledonians. The great author of Lexi^ 
pHanes was a Scot, and the Rambler is yet fmarting under the rough 
bac irrefiftible remarks of a Highland reviewer. 

Onr ingenious advocate for the fecond fight (vid.Tonr) has long been 
duped by a fncccfiion of rafcals. Lawder perfuaded him to believe that 
Paradife Loft was compiled from fcraps of modern Latin poetry ; hii|^ 
i\ pamphlet bears ftrong internal evidence that part of it at leaft (as haa 

I long been alledged) is the prodn<5tion of the Doiflor's pen. Compare in 

particular the preface with fuch attempts in profe as we know to be 
Sawder's own. Vide' Mr Cave's Magazine. 
^ Mr Shaw has ef late renewed his enquiria. They are only to be reg|ard« 

;o . ed at the defperate ravings of a man who fttfpe<5ts that hi» 'moral and 

his literary character have funk together into final perdition; that his 
name, like Lawder's will be remembered only to his infamy, and that^ 
in confequence of the nrv Ught^ Dr Johnfon himfelf defpifes and abhors 
him. 

Dr Johnfon fays, that one of the loweft of all human beings is a Com* 
saiffioner ofExcife. Thiswiil hardly be the cafe nnlefs his reverend friend 
Mr Shaw ihall arrive ^t that dignity. Bat in the mean time, there is 
a Commiilioner of Excife, or Coftoms, (no matter which) who in the 
icale of human beings is not much lovfer than Lexiphanes himfelf. 
This, couple ftand in the moft ftriking contraft ; and to draw the cha- 
racter of the firft is to write an obliqne but moft fevere eenfare on 
the character of the fecond. Dr Smith's language is a lofcions and 
pure fpecimen of ftrength, elegance, precifion, and (implioity. His 
Enqmry into the tvealth of nations defcrves to be ftudled by every member of 
the community as one of the moft accurate, profound, and perfuafiva 
books that ever was written. In that eflay hedifplays an intimat. .1 
cxtenfive knowledge of mankind from the cabinet to the cottage, tb in** 
preme contempt of national prejudice, and a fearlefs attachment to 
liberty, to juftice, and to truth. His work is admired as a mafs of 
excellence, a comlenfation of reafoningt, the meft various, important^ 
' eriginal, and jnft. 
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